
Happy January!  This update features Veganuary, the Bristol Airport Inquiry, the
Banwell Bypass, the ‘20’s plenty campaign, HS2, and supporting local businesses with
an emphasis on sustainability.

Veganuary
For those of you who are taking part in ‘Veganuary’ , then congratulations, you are
one of more than 500,000 people countrywide who have done so this year.  Please do
share your experiences, dietary and shopping tips, plus or minus, via email or
Facebook.

If you have yet to try a vegan diet, then there is plenty of information and support
available online at https://veganuary.com Reasons for taking up a vegan diet
include cutting carbon emissions-  meat and dairy specifically account for  around
14.5% of global greenhouse gas emission ; halting the  deforestation which comes
with clearing land to grow animal feed; avoiding infectious diseases- the current
coronavirus epidemic, as well as Sars, Ebola and other diseases, are linked to meat
markets; and withdrawing support for cruel intensive animal farming.  Trying a vegan
diet is easy, as all the major supermarkets have a rapidly expanding range of vegan
diets. In Winscombe we are lucky enough to have ‘Scoop and Spice’, with a wide
range of vegan foods.

Bristol Airport

Bristol Airport Limited  are appealing against the decision by North Somerset Council
(NSC)  to refuse planning permission for expansion, and an Inquiry will take place
from the 20th July.

Full details can be found on the NSC planning website under reference
18/P/51118/OUT and Appeal Reference APP/D0121/W/20/3259234.   There is a
chance for groups and individuals to get involved in the Inquiry as ‘Rule 6’
participants.  One such group is the Bristol Airport Action Network( online via
Facebook).   There are documents  already filed online with NSC spelling out how  the
expansion will have negative outcomes for the sustainability of our area, carbon
reduction and sustainability nationally, and for the global effort to beat climate
change.  The analysis by the New Economic Foundation  is interesting and
informative, also the Parish Council Airport Association Response, see attached,  and
well worth a look.  There is still time for other interested groups to apply to take part
in the Inquiry as Rule 6 parties, more about the procedure  here:
 https://n-somerset.us7.list-
manage.com/track/click?u=31be95954cb2d8db52d273670&id=871381c690&e=4411
6a09eb

If you would like to discuss the possibility of being a Rule 6 party with other SWANDS
members and taking part in the Inquiry, please get in touch by email or via Facebook
soon.
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Appealing to the Ontario Teachers to stop backing the Bristol Airport
expansion plans
You may already be aware that the Ontario Teachers Pension Plan are major
shareholders in Bristol Airport.  The Pension Plan has a website which gives details of
their investments.  If anyone can find Bristol Airport listed on it anywhere, please let
us know where!    A previous appeal to the CEO and Board on behalf of objectors was
not answered.  However, recent news items demonstrate just how effective public
opinion and public lobbying, especially by shareholders, are in actually changing the
investment decisions bodies like the HSBC, Church of England, University of
Manchester and others, make:

https://www.theguardian.com/business/2021/jan/17/church-of-england-to-step-up-
pressure-on-firms-to-improve-diversity
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/jan/10/shareholders-push-hsbc-to-
cut-exposure-to-fossil-fuels

Even if Bristol Airport’s appeal is turned down, there is always the chance of renewed
applications in the future.   A direct appeal to the Ontario Teachers asking them to
instruct their pension providers not to back the Airport expansion  has not as yet been
tried, it would appear.

If you would like to support an  approach by Swands, as a local environmental group
of  residents who will be affected by the expansion, and help with putting out our
message via Twitter or Facebook, please send us a ‘Yes to contacting the Ontario
Teachers about not investing in Bristol Airport expansion’. message by email or
Facebook, and we will circulate a draft.

Banwell Bypass
There are mounting concerns about the lack of public consultation about the Banwell
Bypass which is now at the planning stage.  The Bypass will have substantial impacts
on Sandford, Winscombe Churchill and the wider highway system in terms of increased
traffic, road safety, damage to the environment, and also for the Council’s carbon
reduction target.  Public consultation about new roads is heavily recommended in
Government guidance.  NSC has to spend the money awarded for the bypass by 2024.
The ambitious timescale being set leaves little time for public consultation, road safety
audits, the necessary environmental and ecological surveys and consultation with
Natural England on the Special Area of Conservation for Bats . So far, there has been
no response by the NSC team involved to Sandford Neighbourhood Group’s requests
for public consultation, by Zoom or other means during lockdown, which our 2  District
Councillors and the Parish Council are aware of.  Many of Sandford residents’ concerns
are shared concerns for Winscombe and Churchill residents.   A request for a copy  of
the stakeholder engagement plan and information about the project options has also
been made, so far with no response either.

If you would like to be informed about the Banwell Bypass proposals, and to be able to
comment on them at an early enough stage to have our concerns taken in to account
before the plans are formalised,  please send a message by email or Facebook saying ‘
Yes to asking North Somerset Council for public consultation on the Banwell Bypass
project’



‘ 20’s Plenty For Us’
This not for profit organisation supports grass roots campaigning for 20mph to
become the default speed limit for residential and built up areas. 20mph zones in
Bristol, Bath, London counties and Wales have been set up successfully, and there are
over 500 separate grassroots campaign groups. There is a useful  Frequently Asked
Questions factsheet online at www.20splenty.org , and more local information here
http://www.winscombeandsandford.org.uk/20splenty.html about the campaign in
Sandford.   A 20mph default speed limit has been proven to cut road traffic accident
injury and death, making our streets safer for adults, children and cyclists, and also
helps reduce the carbon cost of traffic.

For us here in Winscombe and Sandford campaigning for a 20mph default speed limit
throughout the two villages would seem to be a really good idea, particularly with the
forthcoming added traffic load from the Banwell Bypass.  Having declared a Climate
Emergency, it is hoped that North  Somerset Council will respond favourably.  The
cost of setting up a village-wide 20mph scheme, using the data from similar schemes
nationally,  is far less than it costs for a Parish Council to apply  for an individual road,
or set of roads to be surveyed  and assessed separately.

Objections to the HS2 High Speed Rail project
The costs of this project have risen from £56bn to over £100 bn, already with
massive environmental damage caused.  Changing work patterns, lower commuter
levels, loss of countryside and the massive carbon emission are objections which
count against continuing. Parliament will debate a petition put forward to cancel the
project which now stands at over 136,000 signatures.  Please consider logging on and
adding yours, if you have not already done so.

https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/563380

Buying local goods and services
makes a difference to our community’s overall sustainability.  Here are some local
businesses with a sustainable focus you may want to support:
Somerset Wood Recycling
Somerset Wood Recycling is a community interest company in Weston-super-Mare.
SWR offer work-based training to local people whose lives are not "quite right". Many
early volunteers are now full time members of staff. Somerset Wood Recycling has
evolved into a sustainable business, helping people through the manufacture of
bespoke handmade furniture while supplying the local community with reasonably
priced re-purposed and sustainable timber.
https://www.somersetwoodrecycling.co.uk/

https://www.facebook.com/SomersetWood/



Wrington Zero Waste Pantry

Sustainable, ethical, organic. Our aim is to enable you and your family to reduce food
and rubbish waste in your household. We want to make a Zero Waste lifestyle easily
accessible for anyone who wants to make a difference.
https://zerowastepantry.co.uk/

James Scott's North Somerset Reuse Project

Reuse and donate leftover paint to Scott's - Working across the whole of North
Somerset, the scheme collects paint from individuals, traders, retailers and
manufacturers. Members of the public can buy paint cheaply for home DIY projects,
as well as tiles, wallpaper, fixings and all manner of leftover items for reuse.
https://communityrepaint.org.uk/i_need_paint/north-somerset/

Somerset Local Food

A community owned, not for profit, enterprise delivering fresh, local and ethically
sourced food direct to homes across Somerset.
Every effort is made to ensure local producers and suppliers are used throughout -
and delivery is just £3.
https://www.localfooddirect.co.uk/

https://www.facebook.com/SomersetLocalFood/

The path to Net Zero carbon emissions is much shorter now
The Climate Change Committee, whose advice is binding on on the government,
published its 6th Carbon budget report in December.  The recommended pathway
brings forward the UK’s previous target by nearly 15 years.  For the 4 key steps, see
the report here: https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/sixth-carbon-budget/

Future meetings
Currently there are no meetings scheduled, although it is hoped to resume meetings
at the end of lockdown.  If you would like to propose a meeting to discuss a specific
project, or invite a speaker to talk to the group via Zoom, please do get in touch.

Please send in any comments you have, or any information about a sustainability
project you would like support with.


