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Reasons to be cheerful
We have the first signs of spring, and nature
around us, while we’re waiting for spring to
finally arrive.   Many of us have been puzzled
to note daffodils coming out  first, ahead of
snowdrops and primroses coming out
together.  The flowers are still a delight.
News from the Garden House, Buckland
Monachorum one of the South-Wests
snowdrop hotspots, is that this year they have
an outstanding display of snowdrops,
including new varieties,  which we can all
follow on Facebook and on Instragram.  The online Snowdrop Festival runs until 28th
February.  Go to https://www.facebook.com/Tgardenhouse/

Birds continue to delight us as well.  There’s a real urgency in the way the smaller
birds crowd around bird feeders early, getting in essential calories to build up enough
body weight to see them through the icy nights.  Locally many of us have been taking
part in the RSPB  Big Garden Birdwatch, the world’s largest wildlife survey, and a
great activity which can be done in the warm, looking out over the garden.  The
survey ended 2 weeks ago, and are looking forward to seeing the results after 19th
February https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch The RSPB
identification guide is still online to help with naming any unexpected visitors to your
garden. A YouGov poll by the RSPB found two thirds of the public are soothing their
pandemic anxiety by watching birds and hearing their song.

Reasons to be cheerful-  growing climate change awareness, and
action for change
The People’s Climate Vote : The biggest ever opinion poll on climate change, last
month,  has found two-thirds of people think it is a global emergency ( UN
Development Programme Survey).  Pressure for more urgent action on climate
change comes from the fact that more than 18 million people in South Asian countries
have been pushed to migrate from their homes due to climate change.  Extensive
wildfire and flooding due to climate change in many countries including the UK were
major features of last year.
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/jan/27/un-global-climate-poll-
peoples-voice-is-clear-they-want-action

The United States is coming back to support international action on climate change
after their recent elections, after which the new President Joe Biden immediately
moved to rejoin the Paris Agreement on climate change. This year, governments have
every encouragement to show their commitment to action on climate change, while
acting to mitigate the effects of the pandemic, as we are leading up to the UN climate
talks at COP26 hosted by the UK in Glasgow this November.
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Stop Ecocide: an international public consultation calling for input on the definition of
Ecocide, criminal mass damage and destruction of ecosystems is open, closing on the
18th February, after which an expert drafting panel of international lawyers will draft
the definition, convened by the Stop Ecocide Foundation, initiated by Swedish
parliamentarians. https://www.stopecocide.earth/expert-drafting-panel

The French state has been convicted of failing to address the climate crisis and not
keeping its promises to tackle greenhouse gas emissions.  In this historic ruling on 3rd
February, the legal case was brought by four French environmental groups after a
petition signed by 2.3 million people.  The court ruled that compensation for ecological
damage was admissible and that the state should be held liable for part of the damage
if it had failed to meet its commitments to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  The
issue of  ecological damage needed further investigation, and the Court has given the
French state two months to respond on that, saying that the state’s failure to honour
its climate commitments is ‘detrimental to the collective interest.’
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/feb/03/court-convicts-french-state-
for-failure-to-address-climate-crisis.

Cumbria Council will now reconsider the planning application for a controversial new
deep coal mine near Whitehaven, following protests by many, including more than 80
eco and humanitarian groups about their original decision to accept it.  This month,
Lord Deben, Chair of the Climate Change Committee said the mine would increase
global emissions and have an appreciable impact on the UK’s legally binding carbon
budgets, projected to increase UK emissions by 0.4 megatonnes of CO2 equivalent per
year.

Close to home, Bristol Airport Expansion Inquiry’s deadline for statements is  22nd
February.  Over 8,000 objectors to the original planning application, and North
Somerset Council as the planning authority, have already turned down the  expansion
plans for Bristol Airport put forward by Bristol Airport Limited, BAL, on behalf of its
majority stakeholders, the Ontario Teachers Pension Plan.  BAL are now appealing
against the refusal of planning permission, and the Inquiry will decide on this.  The
Parish Councils Airport Association representing 20 local parishes,( Winscombe and
Sandford Parish Council is not one of these ), and the Bristol Airport Action Network
will take part as Rule 6 parties opposing the appeal.  Both have recently lodged
updated evidence supporting refusal. Increasing aircraft carbon emissions due to an
increased number of largely leisure flights would be a backward step in achieving the
UK’s carbon reduction targets.

Individuals, groups, and organisations who do not wish to take part as Rule 6 parties
are invited to send in comments to the Inspectorate by emailing
Leanne.palmer@planninginspectorate.gov.uk  SWANDS members have drafted a
comment to the Inspectors, below.  If you wish to add your name to this, please send
us an email.

Reasons to be cheerful- protecting nature to help the economy
Continuing this month, January has seen a flood of energy and enthusiasm on the part
of many people and organisations to tackle the problems we are facing with the
pandemic, lockdown, trade disruption and overall, climate change, shown in several
reports. It’s deeds, not words, which will make the difference as we know, but several
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of the reports are based on ongoing actions with a focus on nature, which we can all
support and draw on.

The ‘star’ report for many is  the Dasgupta Review, Professor Sir Partha Dasgupta of
Cambridge University’s review on the economics of biodiversity, commissioned by the
UK Treasury in 2019.  The message is real, and stark, but it gives hope for us and for
future generations through change in the way we live, and particularly through
change in the way we treat nature.  Professor Dasgupta describes nature as our most
precious asset.   Humans are now demanding far more resources than nature can
supply.  In 22 years there has been a 40% fall in the stock of natural capital per
person, that is the water we drink, the air we breathe, the soil we grow food in, and
all the living things we share throughout the world.   There has been a massive
increase in prosperity since 1950, but this has come at a devastating cost to nature,
the extinction of species, depleted fish stocks, destruction of coral reefs, destruction
of rain forests.    Choosing to live sustainably, and choosing to live in ways which
protect nature, can halt the waste of our natural assets, and the destruction of
nature.   Financial institutions and governments can take action by choosing
sustainable investments, and backing sustainable projects.     At a local level, and as
individuals, every time we buy food, or buy goods and services, including financial
products and investments, we can choose to buy sustainably.

The Church of England’s new investment arm is to warn companies they must do
more to protect biodiversity, and increase the ethnic diversity of their senior teams or
risk protest votes at upcoming shareholder meetings, as part of a new three year
ethical investment plan, reported in Business Today.

 ‘Terra Carta’, or World Map,( based on the rights and liberties ideas of Magna Carta)
as part of the Sustainable Markets Initiative, is a call by the Prince of Wales on a ‘last
chance decade in which we must deliver on climate and biodiversity’, offering a
recovery plan to 2030 which puts ‘Nature, People and Planet at the heart of global
value creation’, aimed at private sector leaders.  Some leaders already support the
scheme, including the CEOs of Drax, Unilever, IGCC and State Street.

The International Monetary Fund’s head on 25th January called for an international
response to the pandemic, urgently taking account of the need to adapt to the
impacts of extreme weather and other climate shock, and reducing greenhouse gas
emissions.  Otherwise, the world risks billions of dollars of economic damage in the
near future, as most countries are unprepared for the effects of a rapidly heating
climate “ the good news is that it can be win-win-win-win, building resilience can be
good for nature and ecosystems; it can be good for economic growth, at a time when
economies have lost low-skilled jobs, it boosts job creation; and the fourth win is that
it can bring health benefits ( such as reduced air pollution) .”

The Chatham House thinktank report , supported by the UN environment programme,
UNep,  focusses on 3 solutions to the global food system problem, which is identified
as the biggest driver of destruction  of the natural world.  First, a shift to plant based
diets because cattle sheep and other livestock have the biggest impact on the
environment, with 80% of global farmland being used to raise animals, providing only
18% of calories eaten. Second, tackling this frees up existing land for nature
conservation and biodiversity, and halts new land clearance.  Third, farming in a less
intensive and damaging way.
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2021/02/food-system-impacts-biodiversity-loss.
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Healthy diets, much lower in meat, are the key action individuals can take, the report
says.  Intensive farming  seriously damages the environment, and inhumane crowded
conditions risk new pandemic diseases crossing into people  ( Jane Goodall, renowned
conservationist).

Following the Wildlife Trusts’  launch of their joint scheme ‘ 30 by 30’, last year,  a
£30m appeal to put nature into recovery across at least 30 per cent of land and sea
by 2030, https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/climate-emergency , Yorkshire Wildlife Trust
and Northumberland Wildlife Trusts have since stepped up by restoring large areas of
blanket bog, with calls this week by the Trusts to the government to extend the
promised ban on burning some of the grouse moor peatlands this week: ‘ It will be
embarrassing if we’re still burning bogs when the climate conference meets’ (
referring to COP 26,the  UN Conference of Parties to be hosted by the UK in
November this year)

Reasons to be cheerful:  Energy
Hydrogen: the first stages in the UK:   What is hydrogen, and exactly how is it a low
carbon energy source?  An article in Climate Action last month goes a long way to
explaining this. https://www.climateaction.org/news/a-bright-future-for-
hydrogen Supporters say we are now on the cusp of a new industrial revolution,
greener hydrogen energy in our homes, to power transport, and to help decarbonise
carbon-intensive industries.

In the UK, a project is underway at Stanlow Refinery in the NW of England whereby
natural gas arrives at the site, blue hydrogen will be made, carbon dioxide removed,
and large amounts of hydrogen produced to be used in local industry and homes.

In Europe, the new Green Hydrogen project led by ETRA, Smartenergy, Sunfire and
Enel Green Power, aims to decarbonise the full value chain of one of the major
European ceramic clusters. A new Green Hydrogen project led by ETRA, Smartenergy,
Sunfire and Enel Green Power, aims to decarbonise the full value chain of one of the
major European ceramic clusters. An international consortium of 40 organisations from
Spain, Germany, Switzerland, Italy and Greece, led by ETRA, structure financed by
Smartenergy, implementing the technology of Sunfire, with the technical expertise of
Enel Green Power for the green hydrogen production  is launching ORANGE.BAT, an
ambitious initiative to incorporate green hydrogen into the ceramics industry in
Europe.ORANGE.BATsets the path for the full decarbonization of an energy and CO2
intensive industry sector by replacing natural gas with green hydrogen as combustion
fuel, and is fully driven by 26 industrial end-users from the Regional Ceramic Cluster of
the Comunitat Valenciana  With funding from the EU “Green Deal Call” to help overcome
the financial challenges faced by pioneering industrial-scale project,  the electrolyzer is
planned to be operational by early 2024.

Electric cars: In the UK, 2020 was a record year for electric vehicle sales, according
to data from the trade body SMMT, which said the sector was looking to a green
recovery from poor overall sales. Global sales of electric cars has accelerated fast,
rising by 43% to more than 3 m, despite overall car sales slumping by a fifth during
the pandemic. Electric cars have risen to a record 54% market share in Norway.  Plus
factors are  no noise, no pollution, better acceleration and cheaper running costs.
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The relatively high cost, until this comes down as it currently is, is a disincentive to
sales.

In Bristol and Bath, electric scooter firm Voi Technologies have launched a 12
month electric scooter scheme which is ongoing, with good feedback this month.  This
is the only way to ride the 100 rental e-scooters provided by Voi  legally in Bristol,
with 50 in central Bath.  The trial area has now been expanded, with free rides
reintroduced for NHS worker, 999 personnel and the armed forces, with more
scooters also being introduced. The Avon and Somerset traffic unit manager looking
into the scheme has been impressed by the scheme, which he classes as a case of ‘
getting it right’ and ‘ not being a money-making venture’ .   We are a long way from
seeing scooters legally in our streets in general, but for short commutes in cities it is
obviously hitting the spot,  and may have a place in more rural areas for short, eco
friendly trips.

Electric Car battery power:   Running out of power is an electric car owner’s main
worry.  Soon this may be behind us.  StoreDot electric car batteries with five-minute
charging times have been produced, by Eve Energy in China, on standard production
lines.  Using available charging equipment, the aim is to deliver 100 miles of charge to
a car battery in five minutes in 2025.  Daimler, BP, Samsung and TDK have all invested
in StoreDot, named a Bloomberg New Energy Finance Pioneer in 2020.  Tesla, Enervate,
and Sila Nanotechnologies are all working on fast-charging batteries, using silicon
electrodes. ( Guardian 19th January)

Energy from Waste : Veolia is set to become the first UK operator of Energy Recovery
Facilities (ERF) to demonstrate the latest carbon capture technology with Carbon Clean,
a joint project to show how the latest technology can work on Energy from Waste
plants, announced this week.  Veolia operates 10 facilities, which make electricity from
2.3 million tonnes of non-recyclable waste, powering over 430,000 homes.

Solar:  Locally, there is a pending application for Yanel Solar Farm, north of Sandford.,
a large 50 mw development.  A member of the Strawberry Line management commit-
tee has been in touch with the developers BayWa.r.e  about access and the proposed
access route via the B3133 and Common Lane.   The application can be viewed via the
North Somerset Council website in the usual way.

Comments on Bristol Airport Appeal
Appeal reference APP/D0121/W/20/3259234

As residents of a North Somerset parish of about 4,500 inhabitants,  and members of
the group Sustainable Winscombe and Sandford, we are aware of the urgent need to
reduce the carbon emissions in our daily lives to slow climate change.  We make
efforts to do so, like many others, using a range of measures like home insulation,
reducing reliance on fossil fuels for cooking and heating, choosing to walk or cycle
rather than drive our cars, buying electric vehicles where practicable, and buying
goods and services preferentially from suppliers who make an effort to limit their
carbon costs.  Our parish has suffered flooding affecting people’s homes, and we are
aware that with climate change more flooding is likely.  We have a relatively large
proportion of retired and elderly people living in the parish, who will be particularly
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vulnerable to the effects of climate change, for example extreme heat.  We have busy
roads passing nearby, the A38, the A368, the A370, and various narrow rural roads
busy with local traffic, also serving as commuter rat runs joining the A368 and the
M5. At times traffic travelling to and from Bristol and Bristol Airport is at a standstill
on the A38, and we experience the health impacts of traffic noise and pollution from
the busy roads.  We value living in the countryside, and in general we value nature
and the wildlife around us.

We oppose the increased road congestion and pollution which would inevitably come
with the proposed Bristol Airport expansion, the erosion of Green Belt and countryside
for airport parking, losing wildlife foraging habitat within the Mendip Special Area of
Conservation for bats, and the overall carbon cost of the expansion and added flights.
All these are inherently damaging to our chosen lifestyle, health, social welfare, and
the environment, our children and grandchildrens’ future, in a way which far
outweighs the profit motive of  Bristol Airport Limited, BAL, and its major shareholder,
the Ontario Teachers Pension Fund.

We know that most of the air traffic at Bristol Airport is leisure flights, and that the
proposed expansion will mean even more leisure flights.  It is not clear from the
Appeal documents how much the effects of the pandemic and Brexit, which are
having a profound effect on the economy generally,  will depress the projected
demand for  increased leisure flights, or how much pandemic-related changes in
business practice will affect future business use.   BAL cannot reliably say what their
projected demand figures might be, when adjusted for the effects of the pandemic
and Brexit.    Some of  us have been Bristol Airport flight passengers in the past.
However,  because of the reality of inflight carbon cost, as well as the road transport
emissions and emissions on the ground incidental to the Airport’s operations, we are
aware we need to limit air travel  in the future generally, because of the climate
emergency.  The recent UN Development Programme Survey,  The People’s Climate
Vote , has found that  two-thirds of people think climate change is a global
emergency.  Reduced incomes, and increasing climate change awareness are more
likely to reduce leisure air travel demand than increase it.

In the recent Dasgupta Review on the economics of biodiversity, nature is described
as our most precious asset.   Humans are now demanding far more resources than
nature can supply.  Professor Dasgupta describes  how in 22 years to 2014 there has
been a 40% fall in the stock of natural capital per person.  It is only recently that the
urgent need to give proper weight to conserving nature and the environment has
been identified, in the context of the climate emergency which has been declared by
the Government and the Council.  The BAL proposal for expansion of the Airport fails
the test of sustainability and the need to conserve natural capital.

There is nothing in law that rules out a legal body and the individuals it acts for,
including the Ontario Teachers Pension Plan members, from applying for planning
permission in the way that BAL has done, and appealing the refusal.  However, Article
29 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights says that the corollary of rights is
duties.  We all have a duty to other people, and we should protect their rights and
freedoms.  We ought not to infringe on the rights of others while exercising our own
rights.   As it has been put in this context “ Your right to swing your arms ends just
where the other man’s nose begins”. Article 29 is as follows:
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Everyone has duties to the community in which alone the free and full development of
his personality is possible. In the exercise of his rights and freedoms, everyone shall
be subject only to such limitations as are determined by law solely for the purpose of
securing due recognition and respect for the rights and freedoms of others and of
meeting the just requirements of morality, public order and general welfare in a
democratic society. These rights and freedoms may in no case be exercised contrary
to the purposes and principles of the United Nations.

The issues here are whether or not pursuing the commercial advantage for BAL in
appealing against the Council’s refusal of planning permission infringes the rights of
individuals and groups to oppose carbon-costly schemes in a time of climate
emergency contrary to Article 29, and whether or not that is a material consideration
for the Inquiry.   We would say that the just requirements of morality are that the
Ontario teachers should not, and probably as individuals if they were fully aware of
this situation, would not interfere with the thoughtful and correct decision of the
Council in refusing planning permission for the Bristol Airport expansion in a time of
climate emergency, when we as their international neighbours  are all called on to
take urgent action now to reduce carbon cost.  On ‘ recognition and respect for the
rights and freedoms of others and of meting the just requirements of morality, public
order and general welfare in a democratic society, ‘we would say as follows:

We have a right and duty to oppose carbon costly projects contributing to climate
change.  Pursuing this Appeal may foment people’s feelings of injustice about inaction
on the climate emergency.  Our general welfare in a democratic society is for the
wishes of the majority, in recognising the urgent need to take climate change action,
to prevail, and for this expansion scheme to be ruled out.   These must be material
considerations in an Inquiry where the outcome will influence other nationally
important decisions on permitting carbon costly development in a time of climate
emergency.

Permitting Bristol Airport to expand, as BAL are asking, would inevitably lead to
increased carbon emissions from the increased number of flights, and would go
against our right to take effective action to counter climate change, for our own and
our families’ benefit, the benefit of our community, and the benefit of the wider
community.  The Committee on Climate Change (CCC) in the Sixth Carbon Budget
states that a fundamental response from people is required to deliver Net Zero and
the Sixth Carbon Budget, across all areas and all sectors, which must include aviation,
and that Government should lead that response.   With or without a Government lead
on this issue, there is no doubt that permitting Bristol Airport to expand will wrongly
frustrate our role as individuals in limiting climate change, and that of the Council as
planning authority, whose Climate Emergency declaration and climate change plans
we support.

In the 6th Carbon Budget the CCC advises action to reduce emissions to 2035,
including reducing demand for carbon-intensive activities, such as a slower growth in
flights and reductions in travel demand. The CCC recommends the UK submits a
nationally determined contribution (NDC)  requiring at least a 68% reduction in
territorial emissions from 1990 to 2030, excluding emissions from international
aviation and shipping.  While international aviation and shipping are treated
separately by the UN,  the CCC confirms they  must still be addressed if the
temperature goal  for 2030 is to be met.  Therefore, the UK’s NDC should include
clear commitments to act on emissions from international aviation and shipping,
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including both long term and interim targets.   So far, this Government impetus is
lacking, but it remains a material consideration.  There is no clear proposal here
about tackling the total emissions from the BAL proposal.

The CCC makes it clear that all parts of the economy need to reduce emissions
substantially, including the aviation industry.  Currently there is uncertainty as to how
quickly, or even how, the aviation industry will develop technology to reduce
emissions, or arrive at large-scale production of biofuels.  Worldwide, up to 5% of all
carbon emissions came from airline flights.  Current industry projections expect
aviation emissions to quadruple by 2050. Proposals to offset aviation emissions
against carbon stored in forests put forward  by  International Civil Aviation
Organisation members have been heavily criticised, as forests themselves are in
danger of burning as a result of climate change, and releasing stored carbon into the
atmosphere. Arguing that technology  or offsetting, at some undetermined time in the
future, can justify aviation expansion now is ineffective, as the UK aviation industry’s
emission reduction targets are not quantified.  There may be further Government
policy statements on aviation this year given the UN Conference of parties, Cop 26,
due to be held in Glasgow in November, which a  Bristol Airport expansion may run
contrary to.  The BAL proposal runs contrary to the Government’s stated commitment
to climate change action and Net Zero, and its international obligations  under the
Paris Agreement.

We respectfully request this Appeal is refused.


