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ENERGY 

 

THAMES WATER hopes to harness human 'poo power' to heat homes, and says the sewage 

plan would avoid 105,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions over 30 years.  Thames Water 

hopes to harness the heat of human waste from its treatment plant in Kingston upon 

Thames to warm more than 2,000 new homes that form part of a regeneration plan for the 

borough’s Cambridge Road estate. 

Typically, the water company flushes the clean warm water that remains after it has treated 

its customers’ sewage back into a local river system as effluent. But under the new plan it 

will funnel the warm water to an energy centre where the effluent will help heat the water 

destined to warm local homes 

TRANSPORT 

Electric buses built by Arrival, the UK-based manufacturer, will be tested on British roads for 

the first time later this year in a trial with the transport company First Group. Arrival is 

rapidly expanding , with hundreds of millions of pounds of investment for battery powered 

vans and buses with zero exhaust emission, and is looking to built new factories in the UK.  

First Group, based in Aberdeen is trialling the buses, will not buy diesel buses after 2022, 

and is also trialling BYD ADL, Optare and Yutonb buses, rivals to Arrival, plus hydrogen fuel 

cell buses in Aberdeen    Arrival hopes a UK based battery company could supply its 

batteries in the future, as it currently imports from Korea’s LG Chem 

Airport expansion Leeds Bradford   International climate scientists join call to halt Leeds 

Bradford airport expansion.  Academics write to Robert Jenrick predicting dire 

consequences for climate crisis if plans go ahead Almost 250 professors, academics and 

researchers from Leeds University, including two of the lead authors of the United Nations 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) reports, have written to Robert Jenrick, 

the minister for housing, communities and local government, predicting dire consequences 

for the climate crisis if the plans go ahead. They argue the proposals would breach 

guidelines set out by the Climate Change Committee in its sixth carbon budget, published in 

December, and make it “much more difficult and costly” for the UK to achieve its net zero 

climate targets. 

Prof Julia Steinberger, a lead author with the IPCC, said: “The Leeds Bradford airport 

expansion represents a firm commitment to worsening climate breakdown now and in the 

future … If we want to avoid the worsening of the greatest threat humanity has ever faced, 

we must ramp down fossil-fuelled sectors.” 

Leeds Bradford is one of several airports, including Stansted, Southampton and Bristol, 

attempting to get backing for expansion proposals. Its supporters say the redevelopment 

would boost the local economy and support thousands of jobs. , critics have disputed this, 

saying the expansion would lock the region into a diminishing carbon-intensive economic 

future in a sector that was already shedding jobs and becoming automated. Instead, they 



said, investment should be channelled into more sustainable sectors providing long-term, 

secure jobs. 

Elite minority of frequent flyers 'cause most of aviation's climate damage'   Small group 

taking most flights should face frequent flyer levy, says environmental charity.  

In the US, 12% of people took 66% of all flights. An “elite minority” of 

frequent flyers cause most of the climate damage resulting from aviation’s emissions, 

according to an environmental charity.  The report, which collates data from the countries 

with the highest aviation emissions, shows a worldwide pattern of a small group taking a 

large proportion of flights, while many people do not fly at all.  In the US, 12% of people 

took 66% of all flights, while in France 2% of people took half of the flights, the report says. 

In China 5% of households took 40% of flights and in India just 1% of households took 45% 

of all the flights.   

It was already known that 10% of people in England took more than half of all international 

flights in 2018. A global study reported by the Guardian in November found that frequent-

flying “super emitters” who represent just 1% of the world’s population caused half of 

aviation’s carbon emissions in 2018. Almost 90% of the world’s population did not fly at all 

that year. The coronavirus pandemic has slashed the number of flights taken but 

campaigners fear government bailouts of airlines will cause aviation to return to its pre-

pandemic growth trend.  Possible, the group that produced the new report, is calling for the 

introduction of a frequent flyer levy, whereby the first flight in a year incurs little or no tax 

and it therefore does not penalise annual family holidays. But the levy then ramps up for 

each additional flight.   

“If left unchecked, emissions from polluting industries like flying threaten to crash the 

climate,” said Alethea Warrington, a campaigns manager at Possible. “This report shows 

[that] while the poorest communities are already suffering the impacts of a warming 

climate, the benefits of high-carbon lifestyles are enjoyed only by the few. A progressive tax 

on aviation would treat frequent flying as the luxury habit it is.”    Leo Murray, a director at 

Possible, said there were “desperate efforts by politicians to return aviation to its former 

planet-burning growth trajectory by throwing public money at airlines”.  Murray added: “Air 

travel is a uniquely damaging behaviour, resulting in more emissions per hour than any 

other activity, bar starting forest fires. So targeting climate policy at the elite minority 

responsible for most of the environmental damage from flights could help tackle the climate 

problem without taking away access to the most important and valued services that air 

travel provides to society.” 

AGRICULTURE AND FOOD 

Meat and potatoes:  Foods of the past ?  A new study by the Met Office gives examples of 

how two of the UK’s most important farming sectors are likely to be impacted by climate 

change.  The study – published in Climate Risk Management – examines the effect of 

climate change on the dairy and potato farming sectors over the next thirty to fifty years.  



The research found that heat stress in dairy cattle is projected to increase significantly in key 

dairy regions of the UK, particularly South Western England. The study also covered the 

climate change impacts on the potato sector due to late blight, a disease affecting potato 

crops which occurs in warm, humid weather.     Dr Freya Garry is the author of the study. 

She said: “Projections show potential for major climate change impacts on UK farming. Our 

study found that future dairy cattle in parts of the South East may be exposed to heat stress 

for an extra two months per year. At the moment, cattle in the South East experience 

around a week per year of these stressful conditions.”  The UK region with the largest herd 

of dairy cattle is the South West, where there are around 750,000 dairy cattle (according to 

the latest figures from Defra). The study shows that heat stress conditions are met around 

two-to-three days per year, but in the period 2051-2070, this could extend to around one 

month per year on average. 

In the future climate of 30-50 years’ time, late blight (a disease affecting potato crops which 

occurs in warm, humid weather) is likely to occur more often across the UK, with the 

greatest increases in western and northern regions. In east Scotland, a region which 

currently has a high concentration of potato farming, potato blight may occur around 70 % 

more often. Most potatoes are grown in the east of the UK, where potato blight occurs less 

often, and so there are likely to be smaller increases of 20-30 % in key regions for potato 

growing in England compared to today.   

Both food for cattle, crops for humans, and potato growing will all be threatened by 

increased drought in the future, which we tend to experience when we have particularly hot 

dry summers, such as 2018. Last year, another group of scientists from the Met Office 

demonstrated that the summer temperatures of 2018 may occur every one in two years by 

the middle of the century. In this work, the scientists also look at how often we are likely to 

see both hot and dry months during summers through the twenty-first century, and how 

this is likely to increase.  

The paper – “Future climate risk to UK agriculture from compound events”– has been 

published in the journal ‘Climate Risk Management’. This work was funded under the 

Strategic Priority Fund for UK Climate Resilience. The UK Climate Resilience programme is 

supported by the UKRI Strategic Priorities Fund. The programme is co-delivered by the Met 

Office and NERC on behalf of UKRI partners AHRC, EPSRC and ESRC 

ACTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE 

The Industry Transition Summit on the 23rd and 25th March attracted over 1,000 investors, 

policy makers and business leaders to share key decarbonisation schemes, and to support 

new markets for low carbon industrial sectors 

The Environment Agency head, Sir James Bevan, says extreme flooding in the UK, for 

example in Telford after Storm Christoph, means change is urgently needed if humanity is 

to survive.  Over the last few years several incidents of  flooding have already happened at 

the ‘reasonable worst case’ predicted level.   In trying to get his message across, Sir James 

said this is NOT ‘science fiction’.   



Carbon tax proposals: Levies on flying, imports and other high-carbon services like transport 

and flying  could raise £27bn a year by 2030, says Zero Carbon Campaign .  Currently there 

are no taxes levied based on the carbon emissions created by goods and services bought by 

consumers .  Two-thirds of people said a carbon tax was a fair way to raise money, and that 

the proceeds should be spent to benefit the country, according to a poll of 2,000 

people carried out by Opinium for the Zero Carbon Campaign, which is trying to persuade 

the government to put a price on carbon ahead of the UN Cop26 climate summit in Glasgow 

this November.  A similar number (68%) would also like to see poorer people protected 

from the impacts of carbon taxes, and there was strong support for redirecting revenues 

towards creating green jobs and retraining workers, investing the revenues in clean energy, 

and using them to fund the NHS. 

The poll also found a large majority in favour of a “green recovery” from the coronavirus 

crisis, with 65% of people calling for a green recovery and a similar number wanting the UK 

to show international leadership on the issue. 

The Zero Carbon Campaign has estimated that a carbon tax could raise £27bn a year by 

2030, and could work by replacing or simplifying existing green levies on industry. 

Supporters of the campaign include the actor Stephen Fry, who said: “If [the government] 

have the courage to make polluters pay, it will save many times more people than have died 

during the pandemic. Support for the plastic bag tax rose after it was implemented, and it 

was the same with other measures like the indoor smoking ban. It just requires leaders to 

lead. And now is the time.”     International agreement on carbon tax for imported goods 

has stalled discussions about carbon tax have been ruled out for the COP talks. 

Asset manager Aviva has set a target for net zero carbon footprint by 2040, Aviva’s asset 

manager is telling the 30 biggest carbon dioxide emitters in its portfolio to set net zero 

goals.  Aviva is one of the UK’s top asset manager, with £300bn investments under 

management.  If companies do not comply, Aviva says it will sell its shareholdings, with 

deadlines of 12 to 36 months.  Climate campaign groups Insure Our Future and ShareAction 

note that new fossil fuel projects should not be insured, and currently all big insurers, banks 

and asset managers were still focused on 2050, seen as a ‘convenient consensus’ Aviva’s 

action 

A third of top UK firms CO2 emissions are not in line with global climate goals. Their 

emissions are in line with temperature rises of more than 2.7C, including BP and royal 

Dutch Shell, with the mining sector Anglo American, Antofagasta, BHP, Evraz, Fresnillo and 

Polymetal all scoring at above 2.7C  the United Nations Global compact  voluntary pact 

between business leaders hoping to cut emissions, are hoping that the UN’s Cop26 climate 

meeting, to be hosted by the UK this year, could prove to be as important a landmark 

moment as the Paris agreement in the push for decarbonisation.  

Companies consistent with 2.7C heating or more: Admiral Group (insurance), Anglo 

American (mining), Antofagasta (mining), Ashtead (equipment rental), Associated British 

Foods (food and retail), BHP (mining), BP (oil), Bunzl (packaging), DS Smith (packaging), 

Evraz (mining), Ferguson (heating products), Fresnillo (mining), Glencore (mining), Intertek 

(product testing), Morrisons (supermarket), National Grid (electricity), Next (retail), Pennon 

Group (water), Polymetal (mining), Rentokil Initial (pest control and cleaning), Rio 

Tinto (mining), Royal Dutch Shell (oil), Smith & Nephew (medical equipment), and 

Whitbread (hospitality) 



Companies at 2.7C, but committed to science-based targets: British Land (property), CRH 

(building materials), Croda (chemicals), International Airlines Group (airline), Smurfit Kappa 

(packaging), Severn Trent (water), and United Utilities (water) 

All of the companies that responded to requests for comment said they were working to cut 

their carbon emissions by 2050. 

The Financial Times has launched an information hub ‘Climate Capital’ for climate change 

coverage.   ‘ Natural capital’  is the term coined by Professor Sir Das Gupta for the earth’s 

natural assets which are being rapidly depleted by human activity. Natural capital includes 

assets like unpolluted land, clean water, nature and biodiversity, without which humanity 

cannot survive. 

Environment Agency head  Sir James Bevan says extreme flooding in UK indicates urgent 

need for change if humanity is to survive 

Flooding in Telford after Storm Christoph in January is one example of a ‘reasonable worst 

case’ scenario, which did take place.   

The climate emergency is already hitting “worst case scenario” levels that if left unchecked 

will lead to the collapse of ecosystems, with dire consequences for humanity, according to 

the chief executive of the Environment Agency. Warning that this is NOT “science fiction”, 

Sir James Bevan said on Tuesday that in recent years several of the “reasonable worst case 

scenarios” had happened in the UK, with more extreme weather and flooding. And he urged 

politicians to take action to reduce emissions and adapt to the “inevitable” impacts of the 

climate emergency. 

 

Carbon tax would be popular with UK voters, poll suggests  : Levies on flying, imports and 

other high-carbon services could raise £27bn a year by 2030, says Zero Carbon Campaign 

Taxing carbon dioxide emissions would be popular with voters, polling suggests, as the 

government moots ways to put a price on carbon that could help tackle the climate crisis 

and fund a green recovery from the coronavirus pandemic.  Carbon taxes could be levied on 

energy suppliers, transport including flying, food, imports and other high-carbon goods and 

services. At present, the UK levies implicit taxes on carbon, for instance through duties on 

petrol and diesel, and some heavy industries pay an effective price on carbon. But there are 

no taxes for consumers that are explicitly geared to the carbon emissions created by the 

goods and services that they buy.           Two-thirds of people said a carbon tax was a fair way 

to raise money, and that the proceeds should be spent to benefit the country, according to 

a poll of 2,000 people carried out by Opinium for the Zero Carbon Campaign, which is trying 

to persuade the government to put a price on carbon ahead of the UN Cop26 climate 

summit in Glasgow this November.  A  similar number (68%) would also like to see poorer 

people protected from the impacts of carbon taxes, and there was strong support for 

redirecting revenues towards creating green jobs and retraining workers, investing the 

revenues in clean energy, and using them to fund the NHS. 

The poll also found a large majority in favour of a “green recovery” from the coronavirus 

crisis, with 65% of people calling for a green recovery and a similar number wanting the UK 

to show international leadership on the issue. 

The Zero Carbon Campaign has estimated that a carbon tax could raise £27bn a year by 

2030, and could work by replacing or simplifying existing green levies on industry. 

Supporters of the campaign include the actor Stephen Fry, who said: “If [the government] 



have the courage to make polluters pay, it will save many times more people than have died 

during the pandemic. Support for the plastic bag tax rose after it was implemented, and it 

was the same with other measures like the indoor smoking ban. It just requires leaders to 

lead. And now is the time.” 

The government is considering how to place a price on carbon, which could affect the cost 

of goods and services from food to flying. Large sections of industry are already covered by 

a carbon trading scheme, on the same principle as the EU emissions trading scheme, which 

covered the UK before Brexit. A broad carbon tax could face opposition from sectors that 

could see additional costs, such as farming. However, ministers are under pressure to find 

ways of reaching the government’s target of net zero emissions by 2050, as well as restoring 

the public finances. 

Many economists advocate a price on carbon as a way of reducing greenhouse gas 

emissions globally, but attempts to coordinate carbon pricing at an international level have 

failed to take off. The EU is considering levying taxes on imports of high-carbon goods, 

called a carbon border adjustment, which is of concern to countries such as China and 

Australia. The government has stepped back from suggestions this could be a key topic of 

discussion for the UK’s presidency of the G7 and Cop26 climate summit this year, however. 

 

Communities tackling action on climate change together: Thinktank calls for more support 

for local initiatives ranging from heating to flood schemes 

 
The solar farm at Lawrence Weston in Bristol was one of the initiatives highlighted by the 

report Photograph: Chris Speller/Bristol Energy Cooperative 

Communities across the UK are tackling the climate crisis with hundreds of local schemes 

ranging from neighbourhood heating to food co-ops, community land ownership projects 

and flood defences, according to a report. 

A study from the IPPR thinktank found that community projects, often set up with the 

primary aim of reducing poverty and improving people’s day-to-day lives, were also 

reducing emissions and restoring nature.Luke Murphy, the lead author of the report, said: 

“Under the radar there are already flourishing and transformative community initiatives to 

pool resources and create shared low-carbon energy, housing and natural assets … These 

groups have shown that they can increase community wealth and create thriving places 

while addressing the climate crisis.”The report identifies hundreds of initiatives, including:  

Malls Mire Community Woodland  

• Social housing schemes such as the Goodwin development in Hull, which has 

renovated 60 abandoned houses to create affordable family eco homes that require 

little or no energy to heat or cool. The community has also brought a water recycling 

system into collective ownership, and the trust is developing 40 more social homes. 

• Reclaiming derelict land such as the Malls Mire woods on the south side of Glasgow, 

which was plagued by litter and fly-tipping. It has now been transformed into a 

thriving woodland and community gardens to grow vegetables and fruit, and hosts 

school clubs and holiday programmes. 



• Repair cafes that are popping up around the country. In Derbyshire alone there are 

16 that offer a free meeting space, tools and materials to help people make repairs 

to clothes, furniture and electrical appliances, reducing their consumption of new 

products and therefore their emissions. 

• Renewable energy projects such as the Ambition Lawrence Weston community 

group, based in an area of Bristol with high levels of fuel poverty. It is a partner in 

Bristol Energy Cooperative’s local solar farm, and is establishing its own community-

owned renewable energy project with a plans for a giant wind turbine that, once 

complete, will power 3,850 homes, saving 1,965 tonnes of CO2 and return a profit to 

the community of between £50,000 and £400,000 a year. 

Mark Pepper, the development manager of Ambition Lawrence Weston, said that although 

many people in the area would “not put climate change at the top of the list”, the group had 

realised it could meet the community’s needs “while simultaneously adding climate value 

through … energy-efficient new homes, sustainable public transport or setting up our own 

community-owned wind turbine”. 

He said: “These are things our residents benefit from, while also ensuring a positive climate 

impact at the same time. Putting our community’s needs first empowers local people to 

engage and take action on climate change, rather than feeling like they’re being told what’s 

best for them.” 

The report found that because many of these schemes were not being properly assessed 

and measured little was known about their collective environmental impact – which the 

authors say is likely to have been underestimated by policy makers for years. 

IPPR is calling for widespread devolution to support and fund similar schemes, and says a 

third of new onshore green energy should be community-owned “to share benefits of net 

zero transition”. 

It wants new legislation to make it easier for communities to set up, run, own and reap the 

benefits of these new “climate commons”, which should be supported through a new 

“thriving places” fund. 

“These groups have shown that they can increase community wealth and create thriving 

places while addressing the climate crisis,” said Murphy. “Now the government needs to act 

to enable all communities to have meaningful control of how their area adapts and benefits 

from the transition to net zero.” 

 

Climate protests world-wide continue: After a year of pandemic lockdown, youth 

campaigners worldwide retuned to streets around the world to demonstrate against climate 

inaction and ‘empty promises’ as part of the Fridays for Future movement, including in New 

Delhi, Karachi, Berlin, Philippines, Japan, Malaysia, Uganda, Turkey, Antarctica, Netherlands.  

Youth activists protested in shifts to keep numbers low in Sweden.  The activist Greta 

Thunberg said world leaders aren’t treating climate change like a crisis.  ‘ The first step must 

be to start treating it like a crisis and to just take in the full picture, to see this in a holistic 

point of view," she said. "Science says that we can still avoid the worst consequences. So it's 

possible, but it's not possible if we continue like today.’ 

 Climate protest group Extinction Rebellion members resumed socially distanced 

campaigning designed to expose the role of banks in the climate and ecological crisis . The 

world’s 60 largest banks have funded the fossil fuel industry with $3.8 trillion since 2016 .    

The Bank of England has committed to a green recovery from the impacts of the Covid 

pandemic.  However a report by Positive Money found that by June last year 56% of Covid 



funding distributed by the bank went to carbon intensive industries, including airlines, car 

manufacturers and oil and gas companies.    

 

POLLUTION 

 

Road pollution affects 94% of Great Britain, study finds  Pollution from roads affects 

virtually every part of Great Britain, with 94% of land having some pollution above 

background levels, according to research reported in the journal Science of the Total 

Environment. 

Roads, which occupy less than 1% of the country, “form vast, pervasive and growing 

networks, causing negative environmental impacts”, the scientists said.  The most 

widespread pollutants are tiny particles, mostly from fossil fuel burning, nitrogen dioxide 

from diesel vehicles, and noise and light. More than 70% of the country is affected by all of 

these, with the only land to escape road pollution being almost entirely at high altitudes. 

The serious impact on human health from road pollution in urban areas is well known. But 

the researchers said even low levels of pollution may harm wildlife including birds, 

mammals and insects, although research to date is limited. 

The findings are likely to apply to densely populated regions around the world, the scientists 

said, and roadless areas are expected to become increasingly scarce due to the 

predicted 65% expansion of the global road network by 2050. Today, there are an estimated 

64m kilometres of road on Earth, a length equivalent to travelling 1,600 times around the 

equator. Ben Phillips, of the University of Exeter, UK, who led the research, said: “In Great 

Britain, we basically live on an island completely covered by roads. We found half of land is 

no more than 216 metres from a road. That’s a really shocking and quite depressing statistic 

and it seems like that would have massive environmental consequences.” 

“Pollution from roads impairs small animals by disguising the scent of flowers, fertilising 

habitats [with nitrogen] so they become unsuitable for specialist species, and spilling light 

pollution that disrupts their movements and life-cycles,” said Matt Shardlow, of the 

conservation group Buglife.   

“This research exposes that the impact of roads has become omnipresent in the UK. In 

particular, microplastic pollution from car tyres is an emerging issue that must be 

addressed.” 

The research concludes: “The ubiquity of road pollution should be seriously considered as a 

potential contributor to global and regional-scale environmental issues such as insect 

declines.” The researchers started with maps of roads from motorways down to local access 

roads. “We found that 25% of land was less than 79 metres from a road, 50% of land was 

less than 216 metres away and 75% of land was less than 527 metres from a road,” they 

said. 

They used available data on exhaust, metal, light, and noise pollution and how it disperses 

to estimate the total area affected. Background levels were deemed to be 0.1% of the level 

on the roads for particles and chemicals and 0.001% for light and noise, which are usually 

measured using exponential scales.  The study did not calculate the impact of other 

pollutants, such as de-icing salt and herbicides used on verges, or include the contamination 

of ponds and streams, vehicle-wildlife collisions and the habitat fragmentation caused by 

roads. 



New research links Delhi’s thick smogs to burning of plastics  Plastic waste in our oceans is 

now a well-known issue but new data shows that plastic is adding to air pollution in Indian 

cities too. 

For several years scientists were puzzled why Delhi was more susceptible to thick smogs 

than other polluted cities such as Beijing. New research links this to tiny chloride particles in 

the air that help water droplets to form. Globally, chloride particles are mainly found close 

to coasts, due to sea spray, but the air in Delhi and over inland India contains much more 

than expected.  At first, the sources were thought to be illegal factory units around Delhi 

that recycle electronics and those that use strong hydrochloric acid to clean and process 

metals. These are certainly part of the problem, but new measurements have revealed 

another source.   Researchers looked at the other pollutants that increased at the same time 

as the chloride particles. This chemical fingerprint matched the burning of household waste 

containing plastics and the burning of plastics themselves. These large amounts of chloride 

are estimated to be responsible for around half of Delhi’s smog events. 

In low-income countries about 90% of waste ends up in open dumps or is burned in the 

open air. 

 If you set fire to plastic, it rapidly reveals its origins as an oil-based product by producing 

copious amounts of black smoke. Using data on the contents of rubbish from around the 

world, researchers from London’s King’s and Imperial Colleges have estimated that the soot 

from open waste burning has a global warming impact equivalent to between 2% and 10% 

of the global emissions of carbon dioxide. 

 
 

NATURE AND COUNTRYSIDE  

 

Conservation project at risk  Several major sites being considered for development in a 

draft local plan by Horsham district council will “devastate” the important rewilding project, 

campaigners say, blocking off any potential to create a vital, protected wildlife corridor 

linking the estate with the St Leonard’s and Ashdown forests.“It’s looking more and more 

likely that the site closest to us – the one right on our border – will be the one they [the 

council] could go for,” said Isabella Tree, co-owner of the Knepp estate and author 

of Wilding, a book about how she turned the former farm’s depleted, loss-making land into 

the site of the largest rewilding experiment in lowland England.  As many as 3,500 new 

homes could be built on the greenfield site known as Buck Barn, which Tree says would shut 

off a key route for wildlife to move in and out of the estate as climate change occurs. “If 

wildlife can’t move in response to temperature rises, then it’s doomed to extinction. Knepp 

is a biodiversity hotspot and, at the moment, our species are spilling out into the 

countryside and green spaces around us. If we build these homes, then basically Knepp 

becomes yet another island. It completely isolates us.”    

This could cause a “catastrophic decline” of the rare and endangered wildlife that has made 

Knepp its home. For example, Tree says, “the small population of nightingales and turtle 

doves on our land cannot respond to the pressures on them if they can’t move into other 

areas of land to feed or to break out to nest.” 

  Other wild conservation projects are going ahead:    Ken Hill, Norfolk This project is 

returning 1,500 acres of Norfolk farmland to nature by letting it become wild. The land 

includes freshwater marshes, ancient woodland, wood pasture, fen-like areas and acid 

heathland. It is now home to beavers, free roaming red poll cattle, Tamworth pigs and 

Exmoor ponies.          



Wicken Fen, Cambridgeshire This rewilded arable land, owned by the National Trust, has 

become one of Europe’s most important wetlands. It is now home to a record-breaking 

9,600 species of plants, birds and invertebrates - including rare bitterns, cuckoos, hen 

harriers, short-eared owls, orchids and dragonflies.    

 Purbeck Heaths, Dorset Seven landowners recently joined forces to create the largest 

lowland heath national nature reserve in the UK: a 3,331-hectare site similar in size to the 

town of Blackpool. Fences were removed so horses, North Devon and Longhorn cattle and 

Mangalica pigs could graze across the land, conifer plantations were restored back to 

heathland and osprey and ladybird spiders have been reintroduced. 

 

COMMUNITY  

 

Polling finds people feel more united than divided as pandemic brings people together  

The coronavirus pandemic has fostered “a greater sense of connection”, spurring millions to 

volunteer to help others in their communities, research suggests. 

An ICM poll found that almost three times as many people said Covid had made their 

community more united (41%) than said it had become more divided (13%). 

When extrapolated to the entire UK population, the results of the nationally representative 

survey of 2,373 UK adults suggest 12.4 million adults volunteered during the pandemic. Out 

of these, 4.6 million were first-time volunteers, of which 3.8 million people were interested 

in volunteering again. 

The polling was carried out for \Together, a coalition that brings together different groups 

to foster a more connected society. It said the results were heartening given the rift caused 

by Brexit. 

Bishop Nick Baines, the chair of /Together trustees, said: “Despite the immense challenges 

of this pandemic, people have responded by pulling together, not apart. That is quite 

remarkable, given how divided our society looked as Britain entered 2020. 

“Faced with this adversity, we could have become more divided and looked for others to 

blame. Yet this new research finds that people feel a stronger sense of connection to their 

neighbours and community.” 

The “Our chance to reconnect” report, published on Sunday, is based on responses from 

almost 160,000 individuals, including five national polls, an online survey with nearly 80,000 

participants and in-depth discussion groups, between March last year and January this year. 

It says the pandemic highlighted our common humanity, as people got to know their 

neighbourhoods better, looked out for isolated and vulnerable members of society and the 

relief effort crossed social divides. 

ICM’s December poll found that 50% of the population believe the response to the 

pandemic shows we are more united than divided – although this was down from 60% in 

May – compared with 27% who disagreed.  Almost three-quarters of respondents (73%) said 

they would like our society to be closer and more connected in the future. However, many 

were sceptical whether this will happen, expecting things to go back to how they were 

before the pandemic. 

The report says society is at a crossroads, warning that while communities have come 

together, the pandemic has also exposed economic inequalities, geographic divides and the 

greater impact of the virus on certain groups including ethnic minorities and people with 

disabilities. 



But it does express hope that the divisions caused by Brexit are dissipating, citing another 

ICM poll, in January, which found only a quarter of the public now say that their main 

political identity is as a “leaver” (12%) or a “remainer” (13%). 

It urges society to use “the newfound community spirit of 2020 to build a society that is 

confident and successful, as well as kind, connected and fair”. 

Jill Rutter of the thinktank British Future, which coordinated the project for /Together, said: 

“We’ve listened to the fears and frustrations that people felt during this extraordinary 

period. But we also heard how people reached out to neighbours and to strangers, feeling a 

greater sense of connection to each other, particularly at local level. 

“This is something that we can build on if we choose to. But it will take work to prevent new 

divisions, whether by wealth or geography, politics, age or identity, from undermining 

people’s hopes for a more connected society.” 

 

Britain faces a “Covid decade” of social and cultural upheaval marked by growing 

inequality and deepening economic deprivation, a landmark review has concluded.  Major 

changes to the way society is run in the wake of the pandemic are needed to mitigate the 

impact of the “long shadow” cast by the virus, including declining public trust and an 

explosion in mental illness, the British Academy report found.  Published on the anniversary 

of the UK’s first lockdown, the report brings together more than 200 academic social science 

and humanities experts and hundreds of research projects. It was set up last year at the 

behest of the government’s chief scientific adviser, Sir Patrick Vallance.  The British 

Academy warned that failure to understand the scale of the challenge ahead and deliver 

changes would result in a rapid slide towards poorer societal health, more extreme patterns 

of inequality and fragmenting national unity. Government-led intervention including major 

investment in public services is required to repair the “profound social damage” caused or 

exacerbated by coronavirus across areas including the economy, mental health, public trust 

and education, it said.  “With the advent of vaccines and the imminent ending of lockdowns, 

we might think that the impact of Covid-19 is coming to an end. This would be wrong. We 

are in a Covid decade: the social, economic and cultural effects of the pandemic will cast a 

long shadow into the future – perhaps longer than a decade,” it said. 

 

Consumer spending decisions: Not all of the deliveries coming to doorsteps are from the 

online retailer Amazon. Some consumers are making a conscious effort to support small 

businesses and are buying direct or through websites which support independent shops. 

“Now there are a lot more people in general looking for sustainable and green things,” says 

Sam Attard of Ethical Revolution, an online hub for alternative ways to buy books, films, 

food and electronics. 

The site has seen spikes in interest from consumers throughout the last year as people have 

more time to think about their purchases, he says, and are more attuned to other options 

when shopping. “Most people would like to do the right thing, weighing up both the 

financial and time constraints. In normal life, convenience is key. Maybe the pandemic has 

made more time.”  For consumers who want to shop away from the online giants there are 

a lot of options 

 Beauty and personal care  The beauty industry is under constant criticism for the 

negative impact it has on the environment but there are plenty of independent companies 

with ethical priorities which can provide an alternative. The Detox Market describes itself as 

a “green beauty marketplace” with cruelty-free standards and a list of banned ingredients 



that products it lists must not contain.  Online plastic-free shop Plastic Freedom sells skin, 

face and body products and accessories in a bid to give people options where plastic is not 

used.  Greenbeauty Market sells vegan, natural and organic products and says it only works 

with independent brands.  For those who find the cost of cosmetics excessive, one option is 

Beauty Pie, a “beauty buyers’ club”, where customers pay a monthly subscription and then 

get access to a range of own-label luxury make-up and skincare at factory prices (achieved 

through bulk buying and the removal of retailers). A £20 lipstick can cost members just 

£2.24.  Clothes  Social Supermarket says it works with businesses that “put more into the 

world than they take out” and has more than 1,000 products from 80 different sellers across 

the UK, from the London-based social enterprise Cafédirect, to the ethically made 

Stand4Socks. As well as food, drink and cosmetics, there are clothes, backpacks and 

jewellery illustrating each product’s social and environmental impact, such as if they are 

handmade or from a female-led business.  People Tree has been described as the defining 

Fairtrade fashion label since it was founded 30 years ago. It works with producers, garment 

workers and farmers to make environmentally and sustainable clothes. Natural materials 

are used where possible and dyes are free from harmful chemicals. Among the latest pieces 

are a lightweight denim skirt for £89 and a jumpsuit for £125.  Thought clothing uses 

sustainably sourced materials for its collections crafted from natural yarns.  Ethical 

Superstore aims to find alternatives to everyday fashion items and has a supplier code of 

conduct, which stipulates that employment is freely chosen without discrimination or child 

labour. It stocks suppliers such as Thought and People Tree and champions fair trade. 

Music and books  Among the success stories in this sector is Bookshop.org, which describes 

itself as a socially conscious way to buy books. The website allows independent booksellers 

to create a virtual shopfront to make sales as if they were making them directly.It 

recently announced it had generated a £1m profit for independent bookshops in the UK just 

four months since it launched, with 200,000 customers going through its virtual doors.  

Among the other options for readers is Hive.co.uk, a British-owned online bookshop which 

has been operating since 2011 and is connected to hundreds of independent stores around 

the UK. At least 10% of the value of an order goes back to the bookshop the customer 

chooses. It also sells music and films on DVD, Blu-ray, CD and vinyl.  Wordery was set up by 

five friends who felt that online retailing had taken away the soul of buying books. It claims 

to offer more than 10m books with free delivery to more than 100 countries, and works 

with literacy charities to promote reading among schoolchildren.  Hampshire-based Books 

etc is a family business which says it has 20m books on sale, and is credited with 

often offering better deals than Amazon. And don’t forget about charity shops’ online 

presence. Oxfam has a wide selection of books, CDs and vinyl, for example. 

 

Groceries  Farmdrop uses a fleet of electric vans to deliver its groceries.   Doing the weekly 

shop online with the big retailers is not the only way to fill your shelves. Ethical 

Superstore offers a wide variety of groceries with free delivery on orders over £50. Biona 

Organic, Doves Farm and Dorset Cereals are among the many brands stocked.  The online 

ethical grocer Farmdrop delivers to the London area. Having started by delivering produce 

from local farmers to libraries, community centres and pubs, it now uses a fleet of electric 

vans to deliver directly to homes. 

It says producers get a bigger share of profits than from supermarkets, by keeping costs low 

and using high-tech apps to make ordering and delivering as efficient as possible. 



Electronics  Richer Sounds, the high street stalwart founded by Julian Richer in 1979, is well 

regarded for its after-sales service. Two years ago, the founder handed over control to his 

staff while also giving employees a large cash bonus, winning plaudits from business leaders, 

trade unions and politicians in the process. 

For computers, parts, monitors, cables and the like, Yorkshire-based Ebuyer.com has grown 

from being a site for PC enthusiasts to one for all consumers looking for electrical 

goods. Trustpilot gives it a four-out-of-five rating from customer reviews. 

A company which has stood out as a pioneer of ethical electronics is Fairphone, which 

makes the most ethical and repairable smartphones on the market. Started in Amsterdam in 

2013, the company aims to source as many materials as possible in a human and 

environmentally kind way, as well as having a modular design in which parts and can be 

repaired and replaced.  The latest version of the smartphone, the Fairphone 3+, comes in at 

£399.   

Richer Sounds has won plaudits when its founder handed over control to staff. Photograph: 

Peter Summers/Getty Images 

 

Buying better 

Don’t be surprised if you have to pay more for ethically sourced goods, such as clothes, as 

workers are likely to be paid a higher wage. When buying books, there are alternatives to 

Amazon offering similar prices. Ethical Revolution has a books search tool which lists 

alternatives. Check how high street stores rank in terms of their ethical and environmental 

records on the Ethical Consumer website. 

 

 

Local news 

 

20 mph speed limit for residential streets in Winscombe and Sandford?  The campaign by 

the Greener Church Road group in Winscombe for a 20 mph speed limit as a response to 

traffic speeding along Winscombe Hill and Church Road has expanded its scope in 

Winscombe to an appeal to residents to send the message ‘Yes to 20 mph’ to the Parish 

Council. The Parish Council has published a one question survey on the 20mph speed limit 

proposal, asking for a Yes or No response to whether or not the Parish Council should spend 

£25,000 of precept money on a parish speed reduction scheme, by Ist June, with no 

information about the merits or demerits of such a scheme. 

 Sandford residents meanwhile, unable to get a response from the Banwell Bypass team 

about what traffic calming will be provided for Sandford, as mitigation for the substantial 

impact of bypass traffic and induced traffic driving directly through Sandford from 2024, 

some of this diverting towards Winscombe, have started up a 20’s Plenty for Us 20 mph 

speed reduction campaign, which is now joined by other ‘20’s Plenty groups in North 

Somerset.  Zoom meetings to inform Winscombe and Sandford residents, District Cllrs and 

Town and Parish Councillors about the benefits of 20 mph have been well attended and are 

open to all.   

The campaign aims for a change in District Council policy, to include wide area 20 mph 

limits, quicker and cheaper to implement, and a default 20 mph limit for residential streets 

and where numbers of cyclists and pedestrians are high. A 20 mph default limit is backed by 

the UN and many road safety organisations, and  bringing in 20 mph limits and zones across 

local authority areas is current government guidance. 20 mph limits have proven success in 



reducing fatalities, injuries, admissions to hospital, removing fear of speeding traffic, and 

encouraging walking and cycling.  

In North Somerset, it is town and parish councils who pay for individual town or parish  road 

schemes, after the Council carries out a survey.  The process is slow, one or two a year, and 

there is a long waiting list.  Sandford Neighbourhood Group members  have asked the Parish 

Council to apply for the costs of a comprehensive speed reduction road scheme benefiting 

both Sandford and Winscombe from the Banwell Bypass funds, either as direct mitigation 

for the harmful effects on residents of the extra traffic, or via the usual S.106 Town and 

Country Planning Act application, or ‘developers contribution’, before the Bypass reaches 

the planning permission stage, which would avoid any spending from the precept. 

 

Electric car charging points  There are around 26 publicly accessible electric vehicle charging 

points around North Somerset, with more under development. There has recently been a 

Travelwest consultation to decide where new points should be installed.  For more 

information go to Travelwest/info. 

 

Neighbourhood planning   The responses to the Councils ‘Choices’ consultation on where 

new housing should go, have been analysed. The majority votes were for ‘urban 

intensification’, or building near towns, and ‘protect Green Belt’.  There now a draft strategy 

showing this.  Planning officials have the task of finding sites which meet the choices, 

avoiding flooding, AONB, for 20,475 new houses over the next 15 years.  This is a massive 

number of houses, but the Government is standing firm on the housing requirement.  The 

reality is that affordable housing, the most needed, is rarely more than a small proportion of 

the new houses which are built. Also developers continue to challenge the Local Plan.  

Although it may seem the villages are relatively safe from large developments, and that any 

development should relate to community needs, Appeals by developers for speculative 

market housing have succeeded in the past.  Reports by bodies like the Campaign for Rural 

England, CPRE question the accuracy of the population projections on which the housing 

requirement is based.  Recent reports are of a slowdown in population growth.  Meanwhile, 

the pressure to build housing continues.    

The planning committee will meet again this month, and we may be told the geographical 

locations of where the new housing is likely to go   For our parish, the fact that there is a 

new road planned, the Banwell Bypass, opens up the possibility  of further housing near that 

new road. 

    

Neighbourhood Plans:  A number of  parishes and towns already  have Neighbourhood 

Plans in place, notably Backwell and Long Ashton, which allow residents to choose green 

spaces and other areas to be protected from development.  A growing number, including 

Wrington and Congresbury are now drawing up their  Neighbourhood Plans.  These have 

been held valid against developers’ challenges to the Local Plan, which to an extent prevents 

large developments in unsustainable locations.  They are a way communities can decide all 

sorts of issues which affect daily life.     

We are living in uncertain and rapidly changing times, where many of us are suffering the 

effects of the pandemic, lockdown, loss of income, loss of friendships and associations with 

others, with a realisation of more challenges to come as the effects of climate change 

become more frequent and severe. It is never good to be the ‘odd one out’  or ‘left behind’, 

and it is certainly not good to be unprepared for the practical challenges of climate change, 



when other communities around us are progressing  their plans for the future.    It is the 

Parish Council who have to initiate a Development Plan.  There was a good and positive 

response by residents to the making of a Development Plan for the parish some years ago 

now, but that was unfortunately frustrated by a majority decision of the Parish Council, who 

decided they did not wish to select any area for development within the parish, or to survey 

residents about that.  Perhaps the time has come to try again, with our new Parish 

Councillors taking a lead. 

 

Winscombe Community Centre:   The ecology report and flooding report for the new 

community centre proposal have been posted on line, with other documents, for everyone 

to see, with comments from the committee.  These can all be accessed via the villages 

website. 

 

Transport:   The Council has set out plans for an ambitious new transport scheme for North 

Somerset, to include investment in cycleways, bringing in 20 mph zones, and establishing a 

quiet lanes network of cycling and pedestrian routes. Increasing active travel, walking and 

cycling, and cutting out car use for shorter journeys has strong advantages in health  and 

community terms, and also cutting the carbon cost of motor transport. Putting these 

schemes in pace in a time of pandemic lockdown, and afterwards in a time of renewed 

austerity, will be a challenge.  Residents are encouraged to take part in the Council 

consultations on new policy, including Green Infrastructure, and a new Citizens Panel has 

been set up to try to ensure residents’ views are taken into account in decision making.  

Logging on to the consultations and giving your views can make a difference.  

When considering government guidance, consultation with the community, with people 

who will most be affected by the decision making, is described as being key to any new  

scheme being understood and accepted.  Covid 19 emergency Travel funding has been 

granted on a time-limited basis, which has made it difficult for full consultation to take place 

in some instances. 

One new scheme in the parish is the Walking and Cycling route to Churchill Academy.  

Parents understandably want to know that both the walking and cycling routes are safe, 

before the new scheme is put in place, and the school bus places are taken away for some 

Winscombe children who live outside the limit for free school travel. Hopefully with good 

communication and consultation any issues can be resolved.  

 

A Hunger Free Future:  The Trussell Trust, our local foodbank, are inviting supporters to join 

their new movement for change, a Hunger Free Future, and work with them.  Log on to  

https://www.trusselltrust.org/ to join the movement or donate. Fairshare in Bristol 

successfully takes surplus food from outlets like supermarkets and turns them in to 

community meals.  Other perfectly good food which would otherwise go to waste can be 

shared, or obtained, via websites such as Too Good to Go,  or Olio.  As lockdown ends, it will 

become easier for these schemes to start up again.  Urban areas with a high population 

density are probably the easiest places to find outlets supporting surplus food schemes, but 

they are also becoming popular in more rural areas.  If you would  like to set up a scheme, 

or share an idea for this, why not post your thoughts on our Facebook page 

 

Nature and Environment:  SWANDS recently hosted a wonderful Zoom presentation by Joy 

Trusler, of the Winscombe Hill Toad Group.  Amphibians, like other wildlife, need our help to 



survive, and many toads are killed just trying to cross the road to their breeding ponds.  Joy 

and over 90 volunteers have been helping hundreds of  toads survive traffic this year.  The 

slides from the inspiring talk given by Abigail from the Bristol Regional Environmental 

Records Office ( BRERC) will be posted online shortly.  We can all help by recording our 

wildlife observations and sending them in to BRERC.  Abigail talked us through how many 

perhaps small observations can built up a valuable wildlife profile, and how these can be 

recorded in a straightforward way before being assessed at the Records Office and carefully 

stored, to add to the knowledge we have about nature and wildlife in our area.  

 

 

 


