
Email address: sustainable@winscombeandsandford.org.uk

Website: www.winscombeandsandford.org.uk/sustainable

Facebook: sustainable winscombe and sandford

Rewilding talk: 

Youtube link:  https://youtu.be/GngsgnruRr8
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Sustainable Winscombe and Sandford as a group started up in the 1990s to discuss  Peak 

Oil and community sustainability. By 2011 the Group was called Transition Winscombe 

and Sandford , with members discussing community energy, recycling,  permaculture 

and sustainability, and holding local meetings and stalls.

Sustainability, or living in a way which doesn’t affect the ability of future generations to 

live and thrive, is a strong part of the Transition movement ethos. 

From 2012, the group,  then called  Sustainable W andS,  posted items on  the village 

website, took part in consultations called by North Somerset Council,  and held some 

public events as part of the Green Doors, later Green Homes scheme run by the Centre 

for Sustainable Energy.  

In January 2019, in response to growing awareness about the climate crisis group 

members held  a Climate Action public meeting in Winscombe, which was not well 

attended. 

We all know that events last year really brought the climate emergency to the forefront 

of public attention. The government declared a national Climate Emergency in May 

2019. 
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Climate Emergency- the time to act is NOW

Now we have the fires in Australia and repeated flooding in our own country, as well as 

other climate crises.

Most people are now aware of the climate emergency,  and the fact that time is running 

out to take effective action to slow down irreversible climate change
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Most UK national organisations are speaking out about the climate emergency, and are 

calling out for effective action on the climate crisis.  

Here we have examples of a range of organisations who are all involved in advising their 

membership and the general public on how to take effective action, some running active 

campaigns, and lobbying the government. 
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Faith groups are also speaking out in very clear terms about the climate crisis, and giving 

advice to their membership and members of the public about how to reduce their 

carbon footprint.  Faith groups are also lobbying  our government to put in place 

effective  carbon reduction plans, climate action plans. 

Locally, villagers from Winscombe and Sandford  have taken part in climate marches, 

school strikes, and Extinction Rebellion  demonstrations in Weston, Bristol, and London.
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This brings us to the point where members of the ‘old’ Sustainable Winscombe and 

Sandford felt the time was right for an open meeting, which was held last month, in 

January 2020, with a talk by a local speaker on taking up a vegan diet, and starting a 

local tree-planting group, followed by a discussion about possible  projects for the group.

The response from villagers was extremely encouraging, and initial work has started on 

on selecting carbon reduction projects for the group to adopt in the coming year. 
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So, what’s the way forward for SWANDS? 

Sustainability has a new and more urgent meaning when we realise that

time is running out to make the changes we need, so as to avoid the worst extremes of 

climate change.  

What, practically speaking can we do, or should we be doing, in our villages? 

North Somerset  Council’s Climate Action Plan aims at carbon neutrality by 2030.  

Whether that is soon enough, only time will tell. 

It is greatly to the new Council’s credit that they have already started mass tree-

planting,  inviting  volunteers to come for ward to help with this, and have recently  

refused to take on the massive carbon deficit which would come with an expansion of 

Bristol Airport.  

How can we best  help to achieve carbon neutrality in North Somerset by 2030?
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Friends of the Earth have carried out an assessment of each county’s sustainability, and 

here’s what they have to say about North  Somerset.

There are clear pointers here about what the Council might achieve in terms of 

increasing carbon capture and tree cover,  and more sustainable  public transport and 

housing standards, reducing waste, and increasing renewable energy.

These are also pointers for  how individuals and businesses in North Somerset can aim at 

reducing their carbon footprint, and the kind of  projects SWANDS could  focus on. 

To find out your own carbon footprint, there is an online tool on the webpage.
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There are clear pointers about what individuals can do to reduce their  carbon 

footprint, with plenty of advice online, and in publications, from all kinds of 

organisations, including those active in our villages. 

However, we all know that advice is worth nothing unless it is acted on. 

So why join SWANDS? 

As a community group, open to all villagers, SWANDS allows  villagers to join together 

in carrying out carbon reduction projects, to greater effect.   Together we are stronger.

Awareness of the climate emergency, and how it will affect our way of life, can be 

daunting.  Having the support of like minded people is  a good way of overcoming this.   

So why ‘ Sustainable  Winscombe and Sandford,’  and not ‘ Climate Action Winscombe 

and Sandford’ ?

We all  have varying interests and priorities,  and it is the need to take urgent action on 

the climate crisis,  which includes reducing  our community’s carbon footprint , which 

has brought us together. 

Sustainable Winscombe and Sandford  currently offers a structure which will support 

sustainability projects of many kinds.  The group will evolve as members choose,  

which may well include  decisions  about a change of name or format.   

9



Communications: 

At the moment SWANDS has a webpage on the village website,  and is on Facebook.  

Other groups use WhatsApp or Slack.   Some people in the villages prefer not to use 

social media, or the internet, and they will receive written updates on request.  Please 

do use the webpage and Facebook as you wish to share ideas and information.  They are 

there for you.  If anyone needs written communication, please get in touch, and this can 

be done..

SWANDS projects.  

So far, topics put forward  include  community renewable energy, insulating/retrofitting 

homes,  community carbon reduction pledges, Ban Pesticides/ promoting sustainable 

gardening,  banning single-use plastics and tree planting. 

Members are invited to send in their ideas for other projects for circulation to the group, 

ideally with an outline, the time the project will take, an idea of how much support is 

needed, and the cost of that support.  You will be put in touch with other members who 

may be discussing a similar idea.  

We are aiming for a full discussion and  vote on our first projects within the next few 

months. 
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Other local groups with similar aims to SWANDS have been set up in the villages and 

towns, and more are  currently being set up in response to the climate emergency.  

There is more information about North Somerset climate action groups on our webpage. 

One example, Wedmore is a well-established local group, which has formed separate 

groups as their projects have progressed, with a successful solar energy project, the 

income from which now funds Wedmore community projects. 

Even after the abolition of the Solar Energy Feed-in tariff,  other community groups are 

successfully  setting up rooftop solar projects.

Another local group nearby is Wrington Green Matters, set up last month, a lively group 

communicating via Facebook.  

Zero Carbon North Somerset is an umbrella group now being set up in North Somerset, 

to help local groups like ourselves to communicate with each other and share resources.  

Steering group members include  sustainability experts and North Somerset Councillors.  

ZCNS  communicates online by using Slack, and invites  interested parties to join them.  

SWANDS  is signed up with ZCNS, and updates about NS climate action and sustainability 

groups will be posted on our webpage. 
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Group structure: 

The group currently has a simple  structure set out in the constitution,  with a steering 

group and a set of ground rules .

As the group grows, members can change the structure and ground rules, within the 

purposes given in the constitution. 

The purposes are set out above.  The full  constitution and ground rules are  on the 

webpage. 

.  

The purposes set out in the constitution are all charitable purposes, which have been 

accepted as such by the Charity Commission.  The language is formal, for that reason.  

The group’s charitable purposes means that the group is in a strong  position to apply for 

funding to carry out  group projects which meet those aims.   The group will  function as 

a charitable organisation , with the option of applying for full charitable status if it grows, 

and if that is what members want.  

At the moment there are 3 steering group members, Karin Haverson, Ian Armstrong, and 

Cresten Boase.  The group needs two more steering group members.  If that appeals to 

you, please get in touch. 
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Members discussed the format of future meetings.   

It was agreed that a separate 3-4 hour meeting, starting with a ‘food to share ‘ meal and 

time for members to meet and have a general discussion, guided by a trained facilitator,  

to discuss the projects put forward so far and a plan of action, should be arranged, at a 

time to suit most members, possibly at the weekend. 
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