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Shale fracking should be put on hold in the UK because it is incompatible with our climate 

change targets and could pose significant localised environmental risks to public health.  
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That is the conclusion of MPs on the cross-party Environmental Audit Committee who will 

attempt to amend the Government’s Infrastructure Bill in Parliament today.  

Joan Walley MP, chair of the Committee, said:  

“Ultimately fracking cannot be compatible with our long-term commitments to cut climate 

changing emissions unless full-scale carbon capture and storage technology is rolled out 

rapidly, which currently looks unlikely. There are also huge uncertainties around the impact 

that fracking could have on water supplies, air quality and public health.”  

“We cannot allow Britain’s national parks and areas of outstanding natural beauty to be 

developed into oil and gas fields. Even if a national moratorium on shale drilling in the UK is 

not accepted there should be an outright ban on fracking in such special sites.”  

“The Government is trying to rush through changes to the trespass laws that would allow 

companies to frack under people’s homes without permission. This is profoundly 

undemocratic and Parliament should protect the rights of citizens by throwing these changes 

out when they are debated later today.” 

Report overview 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmselect/cmenvaud/856/85602.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmselect/cmenvaud/856/856.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/environmental-audit-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/environmental-risks-of-fracking-inquiry/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/environmental-audit-committee/


The report warns that only a very small fraction of our shale reserves can be safely burned if 

we are to keep global temperatures below 2 degrees. And that considerable uncertainties 

remain about the hazards fracking poses to groundwater quality, air quality, health and 

biodiversity. It points out that continually tightening carbon budgets under the Climate 

Change Act will have significantly curtailed the scope for fossil fuel energy by the time shale 

gas is likely to be commercially viable on a large scale.  

Infrastructure Bill  

The Committee is also calling for other changes to the Infrastructure Bill. Proposed changes 

to trespass law that would grant companies automatic right of access to land at depth should 

be removed from the Bill because they seriously undermine citizens’ rights and are not 

supported by the public. Fracking should also be prohibited outright in nationally important 

areas such as National Parks, the Broads, Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, SSIs, ancient 

woodland.  

The Committee is also insisting that:  

 Licences and permits must not be issued if commercial operators cannot demonstrate 

sufficient resources and insurances to cover full liability in event of pollution 

incidents.  

 Venting of methane emissions is unacceptable. Full containment of methane must be 

mandated in all fracking permits and permissions. 

 To protect groundwater a minimum separation distance — between the shales being 

fracked and underground aquifers — should be defined and mandated.  

Monitoring and transparency  

Current plans to allow fracking companies to handle the safety monitoring for fracking wells 

are also unacceptable, the report concludes. Independent monitoring must be conducted to 

ensure the public can have confidence in the results. Regulators must also conduct regular 

unannounced spot checks and audits of all fracking sites, and facilitate clear and accessible 

public disclosure of all monitoring data. Companies must be made to disclose — in an 

accessible way — all of the chemicals used in shale gas exploration and production, and the 

potential risks they pose. It is unacceptable that there are currently no monitoring 

requirements for decommissioned or abandoned wells. 

Background  

Eight MPs on the Committee have put forward an amendment to introduce a moratoriums, 

linked to the Bill’s clauses aimed at setting a strategy to maximise fossil fuel extraction  

 House of Commons notices of amendments: Infrastructure Bill (PDF 262KB) (see 

amendments 68 and 69) 

Some MPs have also used the opportunity to also put down amendments to give the Strategic 

Highways Company an explicit legal duty to address air pollution in its work, to reflect a 

recommendation in another of the Committee’s reports — Action on Air Quality  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2014-2015/0154/amend/pbc1542201a.1437-1443.pdf


 House of Commons notices of amendments: Infrastructure Bill (PDF 262KB) (see 

amendments 70) 

Further information 

 EAC inquiry: Action on Air Quality 

 Briefing paper: Shale gas and fracking - Library Standard Note 

 About Parliament: Select Committees 

 Visiting Parliament: Watch committees  
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