
Does your party’s climate policy accept the 
urgency of the evidence as defined by the 
recent 5th Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) assessment report 
and, if implemented, how will it avoid 
the crucial two degree average global 
temperature rise?

“We need to protect the planet for our children’s 
future.” Say they will meet climate change 
commitments and support the Climate Change 
Act (a reduction of 80% of emissions by 2050 from 
1990 levels). Recognise the need to stay within a 
two degree rise, but policies do not specify how 
this  would be done.

“The scientific consensus on climate change 
has never been greater.” Recognise the IPCC’s 
stipulation for a limited global carbon budget, 
meaning that we must leave the majority of 
known fossil fuel reserves un-extracted and 
un-burnt if we are to keep within two degrees 
of warming. Believe that, to have a reasonable 
chance of avoiding catastrophic climate change, 
we need a 90% reduction in greenhouse gases in 
the UK by 2030 (compared to the 1990 baseline) 
and a zero-carbon economy by 2050.

Acknowledge that climate change is one of the 
greatest threats facing the world today and say 
Britain must work hard at home and abroad to 
tackle it. Committed to leading on domestic 
action to make the transition to a low carbon 
economy.  Say they are committed to existing 
carbon budgets and the Climate Change Act (a 
reduction of 80% of emissions by 2050 from 1990 
levels).

“Climate change, one of the greatest challenges 
of our age, is by its nature global.” Although no 
direct reference is made to the two degree limit, 
there is commitment to pass a Zero Carbon Britain 
Act to set a new legally binding target to bring 
net greenhouse gas emissions to zero by 2050. 
Highlight  the need for a “national resilience plan 
to help the UK economy, national infrastructure 
and natural resources adapt to the likely impacts 
of a 3-4 degree global average  
temperature rise”.

“Climate Change Act for Wales” to set “feasible 
but challenging greenhouse gas reduction 
targets”. However, they do not specify staying 
below a two degree target. “We want a greener 
Wales which is more sustainable.” What is 
urgently needed is a statement of the evidence 
they are working from, then a quantified 
decarbonisation goal based on the science.

No direct references to any specific climate 
science, but they will push for the UK to adopt 
Scotland’s carbon reduction targets. Their stated 
goal is to reduce emissions by 42% by the end of 
the decade, with annual targets and a minimum 
of 80% reduction by 2050. There is no mention of 
staying below the two degree target.

They would repeal the Climate Change Act and 
abolish the Department of Energy and Climate 
Change. Their manifesto does not acknowledge 
the existence and urgency of the climate science 
and the need for action. 

UKIP would also abolish green taxes and levies 
and withdraw from the EU’s Emissions Trading 
Scheme.

How does your party’s policy take into 
account the historical legacy of UK carbon 
emissions?

No specific reference but they say they will work 
to prevent climate change and assist the poorest 
in adapting to it.

They support an international climate change 
agreement based on Contraction and Convergence 
and say that we owe poorer countries a climate 
debt for our disproportionately high emissions. 
They would fund climate change adaptation and 
enable the building of resilient communities 
through the UN Adaptation Fund.

No specific reference of historical legacy of UK 
carbon emissions but say they will push for an 
equitable deal in which richer countries provide 
support to poorer nations in their efforts to 
combat climate change.

No reference to historical legacy of UK carbon 
emissions but support a well-financed green 
climate change fund to assist poorer countries to 
tackle and adapt to climate change.

No mention of Wales’ emissions legacy and 
responsibility to show international leadership 
on climate.

No direct reference to the historic legacy, but say 
they will start a climate justice fund and call on 
the UK government to do the same.

No reference to Britain taking a lead on climate 
action stemming from the historical legacy of UK 
carbon emissions.

How does your party’s policy reflect 
the leadership required to catalyse an 
agreement at the UN FCCC negotiations in 
Paris 2015?

Will push for a strong global climate deal later this 
year to “keep the goal of limiting global warming 
to two degrees firmly in reach”. But they don’t call 
for a legally binding agreement.

“It is an absolute priority of The Green Party to 
secure a major new international agreement, 
in particular at December 2015’s UN meeting in 
Paris, with a wide-ranging workable plan to arrest 
climate change and share global resources more 
evenly.”

“A Labour Government will work for a global, 
legally binding and ambitious agreement to tackle 
climate change. We will push for global targets for 
reducing carbon emissions, rising every five years, 
with regular reviews,  towards the long-term goal 
of zero net global emissions in the latter half of 
this century.“

Say they will work to secure agreement on a 
global climate treaty at the 2015 Conference, 
“supported by a well-financed Green Climate Fund 
to assist poorer countries to tackle and adapt to 
climate change”. Aim to cooperate with other 
European countries to address environmental 
threats and tackle climate change by securing 
agreement to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
by 50% by 2030 and developing  
the EU Energy Union.

No direct mention of the Paris summit or the 
historic role of Wales and energy.

Say they will ensure that both Scotland and the 
UK play a constructive role at the UN climate talks 
(but do not specify what they would do).

No mention.

Does your party’s climate policy recognise 
that there are already more fossil fuels on 
the books of the big energy companies than 
we can safely burn – so adding more simply 
makes the problem worse?

They support “the safe development of shale gas” 
(also known as fracking and a fossil fuel) and will 
continue to subsidise the development of North 
Sea oil and gas.

They call for the phasing out of fossil fuels 
and fully support the campaign to encourage 
divestment from fossil fuels and develop 
alternative investment in efficiency and 
renewables programmes.

Say they will create an Energy Security Board 
to plan and deliver an energy mix that includes 
renewables, nuclear, green gas, carbon capture 
and storage, and clean coal. Also say they will 
safeguard the future of the offshore oil and gas 
industry, provide a long-term strategy for the 
industry and make the most of the potential for 
carbon storage.

They will establish a Low-carbon Transition Fund 
using 50% of any tax revenues from shale gas 
to fund energy efficiency, community energy, 
low-carbon innovation and renewable heat. Once 
a shale gas well is finished, it must be offered at 
no cost to geothermal heat developers to enable 
expansion of this renewable technology. They will 
apply “Emissions Performance Standards (EPS) to 
existing coal plants from 2025 to end  
use of unabated coal generation”.

They say they aim to transfer investment in the 
extraction of fossil fuels to renewable energy (but 
no specific targets are mentioned). Have called for 
a moratorium on fracking.

Say they will continue their strategy on North 
Sea oil and gas (a combination of tax relief and 
allowances) and look for ways to maximise the 
economic opportunity. Will continue to support a 
moratorium on fracking.

UKIP support an energy market including coal, 
nuclear, shale gas, geo-thermal, tidal, solar, 
conventional gas and oil. Like the Conservatives, 
they support large-scale development of shale 
gas. Also planning to rejuvenate coal.

How does your party’s policy rise to the 
challenge of achieving ‘net-zero’ emissions, 
as outlined in the IPCC’s 5th assessment 
report, and set a clear decarbonisation 
timeline for the UK?

Manifesto does not mention ‘decarbonisation’, 
‘net zero’, or ‘zero emissions’.

90% reduction in greenhouse gases in the UK by 
2030 (compared to the 1990 baseline) and a zero-
carbon economy by 2050.

Decarbonisation of the electricity sector by 2030 
and a long term goal of net zero global emissions 
by the latter half of the century.

A ‘Zero Carbon Britain Act’ to set a new legally 
binding target to bring net greenhouse gas 
emissions to zero by 2050.

No mention of a net zero emissions goal. No reference to net zero emissions. No mention of net zero emissions and they want 
to repeal the Climate Change Act.

How does your climate policy recognise the 
massive renewable resources available in 
and around the UK, and the potential for 
jobs and economic returns in harvesting 
them?

“No more onshore windfarms”. Will change the 
law so local people have the final say on windfarm 
applications and will end public subsidies. 
Significant expansion into new nuclear and gas, as 
well as what they call “good-value green energy” 
and new investment in UK energy sources. They 
do say the UK is the largest offshore wind market 
in the world and are planning to develop the 
Swansea tidal lagoon. Looking forward to the 
“birth of a new industry, shale gas, which could 
create many thousands of jobs”.

Strategy for UK energy efficiency would mean 
changing to an energy system based mainly on 
electricity from renewables within 15–20 years. 
Propose an investment of up to £35 billion in 
renewable energy.  Say they would give Green 
Investment Bank full borrowing powers to help 
fund this investment. Would expand electricity 
storage capacity, including using the potential 
storage capacity of electric vehicles, and develop 
the commercial and regulatory framework to 
make this a reality.

Say the transition to a low carbon economy 
offers lots of opportunities and want to make 
Britain the cutting edge of green technology 
and innovation. Say they will overhaul Britain’s 
approach to energy efficiency, cut emissions and 
save families money. Have also mentioned plans 
to strengthen the Green Investment Bank with 
borrowing powers to support investment in small 
and medium businesses.

Recognition of Britain’s strengths in offshore 
wind power, low-carbon vehicles, green finance, 
with potential for lasting jobs. Aim to encourage 
onshore wind in appropriate locations. “We will 
end ideologically motivated interference in local 
planning decisions for wind farms by Government 
Ministers.”

Say they will “make sure we have the energy 
we need through careful use of resources and 
prioritising renewable sources and by introducing 
the not-for-profit Ynni Cymru, which will put 
our energy and resources in our hands”. This has 
the potential to increase energy democracy and 
equity.

The SNP-led Scottish Government has invested 
heavily in Scotland’s renewables sector, with 
a good track record for delivery. Have offered 
a £10 million Saltire prize for marine energy 
innovation. They support both onshore and 
offshore wind development and steps to increase 
capital available to the Green Investment Bank.  
Supportive of community renewables.

UKIP say they support and will invest in 
renewables where they  can provide electricity 
at competitive prices, but say “at the moment, 
the only major renewable technology that meets 
this test for affordability is hydro”. They will 
withdraw taxpayer and consumer subsidies for 
wind turbines and solar “to ensure a level playing 
field for coal”. 

CAT analysis Does it deserve the title “the greenest 
government ever”? Conservatives claim they 
will broker a deal that keeps warming under 
two degrees, but with no mention of the historic 
legacy of long industrialised countries as major 
contributors to greenhouse gas emissions. Their 
energy policy actively opposes onshore wind 
whilst subsidising North Sea oil and offering 
incentives for fracking. How is this going to 
 work? Please can we see the numbers!

The Green Party policies around climate and 
energy are bold, ambitious and - if implemented 
- would lead to a dramatic reduction in 
carbon emissions.  These are the types of 
policy recommendations that we need to see 
implemented, reflecting the urgency of the 
climate science and offering a strong possibility of 
keeping the temperature rise  
below two degrees.

The Labour Party manifesto shows a clear 
intention to tackle climate change and 
there are some ambitious proposals, such as 
decarbonisation of the electricity sector by 2030. 
However reluctance to move away from fossil 
fuels and continuing exploitation of North Sea 
oil and gas will produce significant greenhouse 
gas emissions. It’s difficult to see how the 
contradictions in the manifesto will play out.

Liberal Democrats show a clear commitment 
to a zero carbon Britain by 2050. Achieving 
this will mean not adding more fossil fuels to 
the balance sheet and divesting from those 
already in the queue to be burned, so this needs 
defined policies. But overall some important 
commitments, which need more detailed policy 
mechanisms to show how they  
will be achieved in practice.

Plaid Cymru have a lack of clear, evidence-based 
targets in their manifesto and there is no mention 
of net zero emissions. They acknowledge the 
importance of climate change and the potential 
of renewables but their manifesto commitments 
on the environment are not ambitious enough to 
drive the types of policy that the climate science 
demands.

The SNP need to bite the bullet and start talking 
about the oil they are going to leave in the 
ground, why they must do it, and what will 
replace it. The SNP fall short of mentioning net 
zero emissions in their manifesto and are vague 
on what they would push for in Paris. Whilst they 
acknowledge climate change and the need to take 
action, their climate policies are  
not radical enough.

UKIP present policies as if climate change didn’t 
exist, but do not offer any new evidence or even 
engage in a dialogue about the science on which 
they have based these policies. Their policies have 
no basis in the scientific evidence and, if pursued, 
risk exacerbating global temperature rise well 
beyond two degrees. 
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