
Last Chance to Stop Sidcot School Building 
on Belgian Avenue Field 

 
As you are probably aware Sidcot School applied in 2013 and again in 2014 to 
build a large 53+ bed Boarding House in Belgian Avenue Field.  In both cases 
North Somerset Council refused consent.   
 

 
Sidcot School has now appealed against that decision and the hearing will be 
held on the 3rd June at Winscombe Cricket Club.  We await formal notification 
of the start time and further details.  The general public is able to attend the 
hearing and address the Planning Inspector without restriction.  
 
NSC will be defending their decision and has suggested that it can be 
important that as many as possible of the local residents turn up to show 
support for the rejection of the School Appeal. 
 
The purpose of this flyer is to ask you to put the 3rd of June into your 
diary and to plan on turning up to the hearing on the day, although you 
don’t have to stay all day. 
 
  



A number of the local residents have already submitted a large document 
opposing the Appeal.  In summary it says:- 
 

• It is in the wrong place 

• Its location is contrary to the stated wishes of the Community 

• It would ruin the local landscape 

• It will cause grave risk to the Children who will have to cross many times 
a day across the dangerous Fountain/Oakridge Lane triangle. 

• It will add further to the problems of blockages and access for the 
residents 

• It will destroy a local amenity 

• It puts the historic Avenue of Beech trees at great risk 

• It would take out a number of stone walls and a large stretch of the 350+ 
year old hedge down Fountain Lane with its attendant ecosystem 

 
The picture below shows how the proposal would overwhelm the valued site in 
Belgian Avenue Field. 
 

 
Please plan on supporting the rejection of the Appeal on the 3rd of June at 
the Cricket Club.  Further details to follow 
 
Please feel free to contact John Haynes (842176) at STEEP, Oakridge Lane if you 
have any questions or require clarification. 


