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Summary 

Sandford Village Hall was the scene of a public meeting on 27th January, when villagers gathered to discuss housing plans for 
Sandford, after the surprise  Appeal Decision in October, granting consent for 118 homes north of Greenhill Road, the Strongvox 
estate. A number of sites in Sandford which were previously turned down by the Council are now being brought forward by 
developers eager to cash in on the precedent set by Strongvox.  

Villagers heard about a site next to Strongvox, north of the Primary School, as well as a number of sites south of Greenhill Road 
and west of Hill Road.   Sandford as an infill village should not be in line for any large developments if Council policy is followed.  
However, North Somerset Council don’t have a 5 year housing supply,  which  means that according to National Planning rules, it is 
much easier for developers to get planning consent for large developments, as we have seen in the case of Strongvox.  

Winscombe, Banwell and Churchill also have a number of large housing sites which have been turned down by the Council before 
because of  problems with access, the fact they are in the countryside with few facilities or jobs.  It’s likely that these sites will be 
brought forward again, as well. 

 

Questions were put and comments were made. Where do we go from here?   Is there anything we can do about the situation?  
Until  the Council can get the housing numbers up, it seems likely Sandford is in line for more development.  The new Strongvox 
residents will be welcomed, in the same way as new residents have been welcomed before to our village.  Sandford as a village 
has much to be proud of, the AONB and lovely countryside and the nature which surrounds us, our Outstanding Primary School, 
and historic buildings, which is why people want to come and live here.    Knowing about these likely new developments is one 
thing, but what can we do about it.  There are no easy answers. 
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