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News from Sandford Neighbourhood Group 

Sandford Neighbourhood Group is an informal group of local 
residents who share the view that more could and should be 
done to help Sandford prepare for the changes ahead, in light 
of planned and potential housing developments. We 
recognise the benefit that new homes could bring to Sandford 
and we are keen to ensure that the school and other local 
amenities are able to grow to meet the increased need.

Since the group started earlier this year, we have:

✦ lobbied North Somerset Council, developers and the Parish 
Council repeatedly to express our concerns that the 
community’s needs are not being met
✦ challenged Strongvox (the developer of the 118 new homes 
behind the school) about their decision to scrap plans for a 
new community hall intended for dual use by the community 
and the school
✦ conducted a questionnaire of local residents to provide 
evidence of what local people want
✦ consulted with Sandford School
✦ monitored the progress of current and proposed housing 
developments
✦ researched relevant legislation and policy
✦ met once a month to monitor progress and agree next steps
✦ created a village website where everyone can meet online 
to share their views and local news

Anyone who lives or works in Sandford can join the group and 
we would encourage all who are able to come along and get 
involved. There is a box for comments located at Sandford 
Stores and the email address is sng@sandfordlife.co.uk.

Two further developments proposed  
Developers, Aurora, have applied to build 93 new homes on 
land north of Greenhill Road (planning app. 17/P/0887/0). The 
site is adjacent to the approved Strongvox development and 
runs along behind the school. A pre-application report by 
North Somerset Council suggests that the benefits outweigh 
any adverse effects. However the report contains several 
important errors, which Sandford Neighbourhood Group has 
sought to bring to the Council’s attention. The report states 
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Welcome 

Welcome to the first edition of 
Sandford News, a newsletter to 
keep local residents informed on 
the activities of Sandford 
Neighbourhood Group. 

Introducing 

Sandford Neighbourhood Group 
was formed in January this year 
and has been working hard to 
make sure that, when it comes to 
decisions about local 
developments and facilities, local 
people are being listened to. 

Website launch 

A new website has been created 
to provide an online meeting 
place for the residents and 
businesses of Sandford. 

Visit www.sandfordlife.co.uk 

Important dates 

SNG MEETS STRONGVOX, NSC 
AND PARISH COUNCIL - 10th 
May, Parish Council Office  

PUBLIC CONSULTATION on 
Aurora development of 93 
homes - 24th May, Sandford 
Village Hall 

SNG MEETING - 25th May, 
7.30pm, All Saints Church Rooms
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that transport links to local amenities are good but does not 
take into account that the A2 bus route, which runs through 
Winscombe every hour, is scheduled to close. The capacity of 
the school to expand further so that it may accept more pupils 
is not addressed. The report also says that the existing village 
hall can be enlarged with a simple extension, although it is not 
clear how the author believes this to be feasible.

There is also a proposal to build up to 16 houses on the site of 
Sweetings Yard, Station Road, at the western edge of Sandford 
(planning app. 17/P/0606/0). Having considered the draft 
plans at its meeting on 30th March, a majority of Sandford 
Neighbourhood Group took the view that this development is 
relatively small and sustainable and should not be opposed.

You can find information about both of these developments 
on the North Somerset Council website.

Strong support for new village hall  

We surveyed 502 homes to find out what people want for the 
future of the village. The full report is available from 
www.sandfordlife.co.uk but here are the highlights:

Of the 35% who replied, 91% of respondents support a new 
village hall, with adequate parking, adequate size, and 
outdoor space identified as the main facilities required.

67.5%  said they would use a new village hall with the Sport 
England facilities given in the example, and 83% said they 
agreed it would encourage more community-based activities.

60% support discussions about sharing a new/extended hall 
with Sandford Primary School, if a new village hall on the 
Strongvox development site or nearby is not agreed.

69% think there is a need for outdoor leisure and play 
structures in the village for over 12's.  A broad range of 
suggestions were given, including a multi-use games area and 
outdoor exercise and gym facilities for all ages.

92% think there is a need for a safer walking/cycling route for 
young people attending Churchill Secondary School.

55% think there is a need for allotments in or near the village.

66% support traffic calming measures on the A368 
approaching Sandford.

79% are in favour of a 20mph speed restriction at the village 
centre.
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Parish Council stands 
up for Sandford 

Winscombe and Sandford Parish 
Council have agreed to request a 
meeting with Strongvox and 
North Somerset Council to urge 
them to amend the masterplan 
for the 118 home development 
to include a site for a new village 
hall. The meeting will take place 
on 10th May at the Parish Council 
office in Winscombe. 

The decision to intervene came 
when the Parish Council met on 
27th March. They considered 
Sandford Neighbourhood 
Group’s survey report and heard 
representations from Councillor 
Cresten Boase who was 
supported at the meeting by 
several members of the public.  

Bob Preedy from Sandford 
Neighbourhood Group spoke 
during the public section of the 
meeting to explain that 
Sandford’s residents, present and 
future, need the Parish Council to 
take action to try and achieve a 
better outcome than what is 
currently proposed. 

The case for a space 

The Neighbourhood Group will 
be relying on results from the 
recent survey when discussions 
take place with the landowners, 
developers and their agents, and 
North Somerset Council.  Based 
on the evidence from the 
questionnaire and research on 
recommended facilities for 
communities of this size, we are 
asking, on behalf of the village, 
for Strongvox to reinstate the site 
for a new village hall in their 
masterplan.


