Cllr Karin Haverson

12 months as your councillor
In May 2019, I was delighted to be elected to represent the Banwell &
Winscombe ward. This was just two months after North Somerset
Council had unanimously declared a Climate Emergency and
committed to reduce carbon emissions to zero by 2030. This is a very
positive move for our community.
I engage with my community and champion issues important to
them. It's been a busy year. For example, I have:
•

•
•
•

The newly cleared walkway along
the A38

engaged with planning officers to ensure that the proposed
Banwell Bypass will not damage one half of my ward while
benefiting another
supported better road safety in roads such as Church Road,
with more 20mph speed limits
succeeded in getting the overgrown walkway along the A38
cleared (see left).
voted against the airport expansion

I also helped to hold developers to account and ensure that they stick
to environmental planning conditions.
Throughout the year I have held regular surgeries at the Farmers
Market in Winscombe and the Children’s Centre in Banwell.

Green Open Homes Event
I was very disappointed when this June event,
planned in co-operation with North Somerset
Council and the Centre for Sustainable Energy,
had to be postponed - another virus casualty. It
would have provided examples of how positive
action, taken by householders, can lead to
greener homes. However, we continue with
planning, and if you would like to participate,
please contact me. My contact details are below.

Community Matters
Kindness and solidarity shown by our fantastic residents
In response to the Covid-19 pandemic I have witnessed Sandford,
Banwell and Winscombe residents show amazing community spirit and
resilience in the face of some really challenging and scary times - like
none of us have seen before.
I have supported and encouraged the parishes in developing Covid-19
support networks. I also participate actively in the Mutual Help Facebook
group. I have sought to raise awareness: of the schemes North Somerset
Council has launched to help individuals and also of the way in which
individuals can help Council services to function effectively, such as with
our brilliant waste collecting teams.
But as someone who herself is in the at the at-risk group, I have also been
at the receiving end of help and kindness, from neighbours, friends and
fellow residents. Thank you!

Karin at the Repair Cafe

At North Somerset Council, in a Rainbow Administration (Independents, Liberal Democrats, Labour and
Greens collaborating together) we are working hard to respond to this emergency. Prior to this we
established a new corporate vision, to be Open, Fairer and Greener. In the months and years ahead it will
be important to support others as we all plan for a future to be proud of.

Massive decision by our local council
The three Green Party councillors, together with the vast majority of councillors from the Rainbow
Allianceand working together with local parishes and local environmental groups, were proud to contribute
to keeping Bristol Airport within its current generous limits.
We all felt that Bristol airport is big
enough and that any benefits associated
with a big expansion do not outweigh the
problems this would cause to our local
residents and also to the planet. This
decision, very similar to one made by the
local parish responsible for Stansted
Airport, is of national and even international
importance and will hopefully help guide
national transport policy
At present, the airport is hosting a virus
testing centre, well done!

Get in touch
If you have a comment or concern about our Banwell & Winscombe communities, I would like to hear
from you. Email: Karin.Haverson@n-somerset.gov.uk Tel: 843766 Surgeries: at the Farmers Market
in Winscombe and the Children’s Centre in Banwell.
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